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TotheRev.RUFUS  W.  CLARK,  Rev.  LYMAN  WHITING,  Rev.  JEREMIAH 
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Gentlemen  — 
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Yours,  in  Christian  fellowship, 

WILLIAM  THURSTON, 

WILLIAM  FORBES, 

H.  C.PERKINS,  ^Committee. 

A.  D.  BROWN, 
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Rev.  J.  E.  EMERSON. 

Dear  Sir  — 
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A.  D.  BROWN, 
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ORDINATION  SERMON. 


BY   REV.    RUFUS   W.    CLARK, 

Pastor  of  the  North  Chiirch,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


First  Epistle  of  Paul  to  Timothy,  iv  :  13,  14,  15. 

"  Till  I  come,  give  attendance  to  reading,  to  exhortation,  to  doctrine.  Neglect  not 
the  gift  that  is  in  thee,  which  was  given  thee  by  prophecy,  with  the  laying  on  of  the 
hands  of  the  presbytery.  Meditate  upon  these  things  ;  give  thyself  wholly  to  them  ; 
that  thy  profiting  may  appear  to  all." 

Without  consuming  time  in  offering  extended  exeget- 
ical  remarks  upon  the  different  portions  of  my  text,  it  will 
be  sufficient  to  observe,  that  we  may  deduce  from  them, 
the  importance  of  a  high  intellectual  culture  in  the  minis- 
ter of  the  Gospel. 

Timothy  is  exhorted  not  only  to  give  attendance  to  the 

public  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  but  to  read  and  study 

them  in  private.    The  principles  and  doctrines  of  religion, 

he  is  also  urged  to  meditate  upon ;   to  ponder  over  them 

with  the  greatest  care  and  diligence,  that  his  profiting  or 

progress  (tt^oxoti?))  in  knowledge  and  holiness,  may  be 

evident  to  all.     If,  therefore,  such  industry  and  devotion 

to  his  work  were  necessary  for  Timothy  and  his  fellow 

laborers,  it  is  certainly  no  less  important,  at  the  present 

day,  that  those  who  are  about  to  assume  the  responsible 

duties  of  the  Christian  ministry,  should  give  heed  to  these 

exhortations  of  the  Apostle. 
1* 
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Regarding  the  ministry  as  a  divine  institution,  we  re- 
cognize in  it  the  most  sacred  duties,  and  most  weighty 
responsibilities.  Appointed  by  heaven  as  the  medium  of 
communication  with  a  fallen  race  —  as  the  consecrated 
instrumentality  by  which  the  principles  and  motives  of 
the  gospel  are  to  be  applied  to  the  consciences  of  men  — 
clothed  with  powers,  the  exercise  of  which  is  attended 
with  results  of  infinite  moment^  we  cannot  anticipate  the 
discharge  of  its  duties,  without  feelings  of  the  most  pro- 
found solicitude.  Whatever  there  is  great  or  glorious  in  the 
divine  character,  whatever  there  is  beautiful  and  lovely  in 
the  life,  or  momentous  in  the  death  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  —  whatever  there  is  fearful  in  that  moral  govern- 
ment which  overshadows  and  controls  a  universe  of  intel- 
ligent beings ;  —  whatever  there  is  thrilling  in  the  ca- 
reer, or  valuable  in  the  immortal  spirit  of  a  probationer 
upon  this  earth;  — whatever  there  is  attractive  in  the  joys 
of  Heaven,  or  fearful  in  the  woes  of  hell,  all  pertain  to 
that  ministry  for  which  we  are  required  to  make  such 
careful  preparation. 

Nor  is  there  a  part  of  the  world  where  the  labors  of 
the  pulpit  are  more  arduous,  or  the  effects  of  preaching 
more  marked,  or  extensive,  than  in  our  country.  Called  as 
the  pulpit  is,  to  deal  with  an  enlightened,  thinking,  and 
discriminating  community ;  one  upon  whom  unmeaning 
ceremonies,  the  arts  of  sophistry,  or  mere  declamation, 
are  utterly  powerless ;  dependent  not  upon  ecclesiastical 
patronage,  or  the  fostering  care  of  government,  but  upon 
its  own  inherent  excellencies  and  mental  power,  it  has 
here  attained  a  position,  which,  we  are  not  only  interested 
to  sustain,  but  from  which  we  would  strive  to  carry  it  to 
still  higher  degrees  of  excellence  and  usefulness. 

Among  the  means  for  the  accomplishment  of  so  de- 
sirable  an   end,  we   cannot  but   regard   the  intellectual 


element  of  pulpit  power,  as  holding  a  conspicuous  rank; 
and  upon  this  topic,  I  avail  myself  of  the  present  occa- 
sion to  address  you. 

In  the  first  place,  the  times  in  ivJiich  we  live,  as  well 
as  the  nature  of  our  work,  demand  of  the  pulpit,  a  high 
intellectual  character.  The  tendencies  of  society  in  our 
day,  are,  all  must  allow,  very  rapid,  from  the  forms  and 
externals  of  religion,  to  its  vital  principles  ;  from  ecclesi- 
astical dictation,  and  the  arrogant  assumptions  of  a  privi- 
leged priesthood,  to  the  moral  and  intellectual  power 
of  the  pulpit.  Every  step  of  advancement  in  general 
education;  every  quickening  influence  that  the  commu- 
nity receives  from  the  progress  of  the  sciences  and  im- 
provements in  the  arts,  only  increases  the  labors  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  pulpit.  As  the  pulpit,  in  our  country 
especially,  has,  from  the  ^earliest  periods  of  our  history, 
acted  directly  upon  the  people,  forming  their  tastes,  as 
well  as  their  moral  character  —  aiding  in  the  structure  of 
our  civil  institutions,  giving  character  to  our  literature, 
and  promoting  the  cause  of  education,  so,  the  community 
is  now  reacting  upon  the  pulpit,  and  d'^  .ending  that  its 
active  spirit,  and  its  thirst  for  kr  -dge,  be  satisfied. 
And  while  we  have  among  our  auditors  those,  who,  equal- 
ly with  ourselves,  have  access  to  every  department  of  lit- 
erature and  science ;  men  skilled  in  argument,  and  able 
to  present  their  views  in  an  appropriate  and  forcible  dic- 
tion ;  while  the  press  is  teeming  with  works  upon  all  sub- 
jects, that  find  their  way  into  every  family,  and  while  even 
the  reformed  inebriate  is  able  to  electrify  an  audience,  and 
sway  them  by  the  power  of  his  appeals,  and  the  magic  of 
his  eloquence,  the  pulpit  cannot  fail  in  intellectual  power 
without  losing  its  influence,  and  sacrificing  the  high  in- 
terests which  it  was  instituted  to  defend. 

To  secure  this  power,  very  much  of  our  preaching  must 
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be  argumentative  and  doctrinal.  From  the  familiarity  of 
the  preacher  with  many  of  the  truths  of  Scripture,  he  does 
not  deem  it  so  important  to  prove  them,  as  to  enforce  them 
upon  his  hearers.  Their  presence  in  the  sanctuary  he  is 
liable  to  regard  as  equivalent  to  their  assent  to  the  truth. 
But  could  he  read  the  workings  of  many  minds  —  could  he 
see  the  obstacles  that  oppose  the  introduction  of  the  truth 
into  the  impenitent  heart,  he  would  often  discover  excuses, 
or  sceptical  opinions,  which  nothing  but  a  chain  of  irre- 
sistible argument  can  reach  and  remove.  His  declama- 
tion may  excite  attention  ;  his  appeals  may  call  forth  some 
sympathy ;  but  if  the  hearer  is  to  be  moved ;  above  all, 
if  he  is  to  be  induced  to  change  his  plans  and  purposes 
of  hfe  —  to  renounce  his  sins,  and  embrace  the  gospel,  he 
must  be  convinced.  The  strong  citadels  of  depravity  that 
have  been  built  up  in  his  intellect,  must  be  assailed  and 
demolished.  And  once  get  these  outer  fortifications  sub- 
dued, and  the  banner  of  the  cross  planted  upon  them, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  work  is  comparatively  easy. 
You  may  now  enter  the  heart  and  bring  the  affections 
under  the  mild  sway  of  the  Prince  of  Peace.  It  was  when 
Paul  reasoned  of  righteousness  and  temperance  and  a 
judgment  to  come,  that  Felix  trembled.  It  was  when 
Edwards  assailed  the  conscience  with  successive  and  pow- 
erful arguments,  that  he  made  the  citadel  quake.  Pursu- 
ing a  chain  of  reasoning  that  held  his  auditory,  almost 
without  the  power  of  resistance,  to  the  great  truths  which 
he  was  laboring  to  establish,  he  destroyed  one  refuge  of 
lies  after  another,  at  the  same  time  making  this  chain  an 
electric  conductor,  that  flashed  conviction  upon  the  heart. 
In  reading  his  discourses  you  are  irresistibly  borne  along 
by  the  torrent  of  argument  that  he  pours  forth.  He  fol- 
lows you  through  all  the  labyrinths  of  the  most  subtle 
scepticism  ;  through  all  the  windings  of  the  most  acute 


sophistry,  and  in  attempting  to  withstand  his  reasoning, 
you  find  yourself  struggling  with  the  very  word  of  God 
—  that  word  that  is  as  "  the  fire  and  the  hammer  that 
breaketh  the  flinty  rock  in  pieces."  With  him  as  with 
every  other  profound  reasoner,  the  sphere  of  action  —  the 
battle-field,  so  to  speak,  is  transferred  to  the  hearer's  own 
mind  —  so  that  the  conclusions  to  which  the  truth  drives 
him  seem  to  be  his  own  conclusions.  There  is  a  voice 
within  that  responds  to  the  sentiments  uttered,  that  de- 
clares in  tones  that  cannot  be  disregarded,  that  this  is 
truth  —  God's  truth  —  eternal  truth. 

One  secret  of  Robert  Hall's  power,  was  the  masterly 
workings  of  his  reasoning  faculty  in  elucidating  the  sub- 
ject before  him.  With  a  penetration  which  enabled  him  to 
see  through  all  the  ramifications  of  his  subject,  even  to  the 
minutest  fibres  —  with  a  grasp  of  mind  that  enabled  him 
to  summon  before  his  mental  vision,  all  the  arguments, 
proofs,  and  bearings  of  the  truth  under  consideration  — 
with  a  power  of  abstraction  which  fastened  his  attention 
upon  every  point,  until  from  the  very  intensity  of  the  gaze 
his  soul  was  on  fire  with  the  theme,  he  was  prepared  to  go 
before  his  audience,  and  overpower  them  by  the  weight  of 
his  arguments,  and  the  force  of  his  conclusions.  Nor  were 
his  reasonings,  profound  as  they  were,  dry,  cold  and  spec- 
ulative, as  is  sometimes  the  case  with  other  writers.  They 
came  warm  from  the  heart.  They  were  charged,  as  it 
were,  with  emotion  and  passion,  and  though  sometimes 
fierce,  were  often  solemnly  impressive.  "  At  all  events," 
says  one,  "  serving  to  show  that  strong  argument  may  be 
worked  in  fire,  as  well  as  in  frost." 

It  is  a  mistaken  idea  that  an  audience  are  unwilling  to 
make  an  effort  to  follow  a  consecutive  argument,  or  weigh 
the  evidences  of  a  particular  truth.  Man  was  created  a 
thinking  being,  he  loves  to  reason.     He  craves  evidence; 
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not,  indeed,  that  which  is  dry,  abstruse,  metaphysical,  but 
that  which  is  luminous   and  convincing ;  that  which  is 
addressed  to  his  reason,  judgment,  conscience.     And  once 
get  an  important  principle  anchored  in  his  soul  by  strong 
arguments,  and  it  will  remain  there,  and  by  the  aid  of 
divine  grace,  it  may  become  an  anchor  of  hope,  which  all 
the  storms  and  trials  of  human  life  may  not  be  able   to 
tear  away.     Besides,  the  doctrines  of  Christianity  are  the 
main  pillars  of  the  edifice.     They  constitute  its  body  and 
strength,  while  all  else  only  serves  the  purpose  of  orna- 
ment.    They  are  the  strong  buttresses  that  have  kept  the 
walls  firm,  w^hile  the  waves  of  opposition  have  harmless- 
ly dashed  against  them.     And  the  preacher  should  render 
these  doctrines  so  conspicuous,  that  they  should  be  the 
first   objects    to    attract  the    gaze  of  the  inquirer  after 
truth.     As  the  Pyramids  in  their  silent  grandeur  loom  up 
in  the  far  distance  to  the  traveller,  inviting  his  approach 
and  guiding  him  in  his  path,  until  he  stands  at  their  base, 
awe  struck  by  the  sublimity  of  the  scene,  and  overpow- 
ered by  the  consciousness  that  he  is  gazing  upon  imper- 
ishable monuments  that  date  far  back  into   an  unknown 
antiquity,  so  should  the  traveller  to  eternity  be  led  to  gaze 
upon  those  imperishable  truths,  that  have  come  to  us  from 
the  eternal  throne,  and  which  are  our  only  guide  to  honor 
and  happiness. 

Another  requisite  of  this  intellectual  character  of  the 
pulpit,  is  the  clothing  of  our  thoughts  in  clear,  strong  and 
pointed  language.  A  vast  deal  of  power  is  lost  by  a  vague, 
desultory  style,  with  an  intermingling  of  cant  phrases, 
which  serve  no  other  purpose  than  to  reveal  the  poverty 
of  the  discourse.  The  able  advocate  at  the  bar,  when  he 
has  an  important  cause  to  gain,  does  not  deal  in  general 
statements  and  vague  expressions.  He  knows,  in  order  to 
reach  the  jury  and  fasten  conviction  upon  their  minds,  he 
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must,  while  he  exercises  a  nice  discrimination  in  the  selec- 
tion and  arrangement  of  his  arguments,  employ  language 
that  is  forcible  and  definite.  So  the  preacher,  if  he  would 
pierce  the  conscience — if  he  would  lay  open  the  secret  mo- 
tives and  workings  of  the  heart,  must  employ  words  that 
are  sharper  than  a  two  edged  sword,  that  pierce  even  to 
the  dividing  asunder  of  soul  and  spirit,  joint  and  marroAV. 
The  nature  of  the  themes  upon  which  he  discourses  de- 
mands this.  The  strength  of  the  hostility  of  the  human 
heart,  and  the  infinite  consequences  that  are  connected 
with  his  work,  demand  it. 

Standing  up  to  deliver  God's  message,  with  the  glories 
of  Heaven  glittering  above  him,  and  the  thunders  of  hell 
rolling  beneath  him,  with  the  saint  before  him  struggling 
with  doubts,  discouragements  and  temptation,  and  the 
sinner  balancing  the  great  question  that  pertain^  to  his 
everlasting  peace,  he  cannot  deal  in  tame  generalities, 
without  being  recreant  to  his  duty.  Would  he  have  in 
'his  discourses  the  principle  of  vitality — would  he  have 
in  them  a  heart,  instinct  with  life  and  breathing  with  emo- 
tion —  let  him  use  words  that  shall  burn  up  the  tattered 
garments  of  a  self-righteous  faith,  that  shall  speak  con- 
sternation to  the  transgressor,  who  is  reckless  of  the  di- 
vine laws  and  authority ;  that  shall  bow  the  stubborn  will 
of  the  hardened  apostate,  that  shall  stimulate  the  devout 
in  their  aspirations  after  holiness.  Such  was  the  language 
used  by  him*  over  whose  dust  we  now  stand,  and  whose 
monument  adorns  this  sacred  temple.  With  lips  touched 
as  with  a  live  coal  from  off  the  altar  of  God,  he  spake  as 
an  ambassador  of  Heaven  should  speak ;  at  one  time 
standing,  as  it  were,  at  the  gate  of  the  world  of  despair, 
and  crying  out  to  the  sinner,  "  to  escape  for  his  life ;"  at 

*  The  Rev.  George  Whitefield,  who  died  Sept.  30,  1770.    The  elegant  cenotapli  re- 
ferred to  was  erected  in  1829,  by  the  late  Wm.  Bartlett,  Esq. 
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another,  depicting  in  glowing  and  splendid  imagery  the 
joys  of  the  celestial  world,  and  at  another,  standing  near 
the  cross,  melting  the  heart,  and  winning  over  the  affec- 
tions to  Christ.  Nor  could  his  hearers  fail  to  observe 
the  effect  of  his  words  upon  his  own  spirit,  in  kindling 
up  the  fire  of  deep  emotion.  He  could  not  proceed  far 
in  his  discourse,  before  this  emotion  would  be  seen  pour- 
ing forth  through  all  the  avenues  of  his  physical  and 
spiritual  nature.  It  flashed  from  his  eye.  It  breathed 
forth  from  the  varied  expressions  of  his  countenance.  It 
escaped  from  the  tones  of  his  voice,  from  the  movement 
and  compression  of  his  lips.  It  glowed  in  the  warmth 
that  was  diffused  over  his  whole  frame.  It  enveloped 
him  as  a  bright,  ethereal  cloud ;  a  cloud,  that  seemed 
impregnated  with  the  spirit  of  inspiration.  We  are  not 
surprised  that  Hume  was  willing  to  walk  twenty  miles  to 
hear  him.  We  are  not  surprised  that  thousands  flocked 
around  him  and  seemed  to  be  united,  mind  tu  mind,  by 
the  spirit  of  his  eloquence,  presenting  the  sublime  specta- 
cle of  a  mass  of  human  beings,  with  but  one  heart  beat- 
ing among  them,  and  that  the  burning  heart  of  the 
speaker. 

Did  we  conduct  our  services  in  an  unknown  tongue, 
or  were  we  the  performers  of  a  mass,  and  called  upon 
to  study  the  precision  of  form  and  ceremony,  did  we 
depend  upon  the  imposing  architecture  of  our  church 
edifices,  upon  exquisite  paintings,  or  beautiful  statuary, 
the  case  would  be  different.  But  as  a  protestant  ministry 
—  as  those  who  are  called  upon  to  address  enlightened 
and  thinking  men  —  our  power,  if  it  exist  at  all,  must 
come  from  the  thought  and  language  of  the  preacher. 
"  Having  renounced  the  hidden  things  of  dishonesty,  not 
walking  in  craftiness,  nor  handling  the  word  of  God  de- 
ceitfully," it  is  our  business,  "  by   manifestation   of  the 
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truths  to  commend  ourselves  to  every  man's  conscience." 
Others  may  w^ork  upon  the  superstition  of  the  auditor,  or 
address  his  taste,  or  flatter  by  smooth  words  his  pride,  but 
we  have  to  deal  with  the  consciences  of  men.  "  While, 
then,"  says  an  able  writer,  "  a  preacher  may  not  disregard 
the  comeliness  of  the  sanctuary,  still  he  should  say,  and 
say  it  with  the  faith  of  an  Apostle — "Raise  me  but  a 
barn,  in  the  very  shadow  of  St.  Paul's  cathedral,  and  with 
the  conscience-searching  powers  of  a  Whitefield,  I  will 
throng  that  barn  with  a  multitude  of  eager  listeners, 
while  the  matins  and  the  vespers  of  the  Cathedral,  shall 
be  chanted  to  the  statues  of  the  mighty  dead." 

But  I  hasten  to  remark  in  the  next  place,  that  the  intel- 
lectual element  is  necessary  m  its  hearings  upon  the  other 
qualifications  of  the  preacher.  It  is,  in  our  view,  ajp.  erro- 
neous idea,  that  the  high  cultivation  of  the  intellectual 
powers,  is  incompatible  with  progress  in  spirituality.  It  is 
true,  that  there  are  many  instances,  where  eminent  abilities 
are  far  from  being  connected  with  eminent  pi^ty ;  but  in  the 
characters  of  the  most  distinguished  ^nd  useful  men  whose 
names  adorn  the  church,  we  find  a  happy  combination  of 
the  highest  mental  and  moral  acquisitions.  The  intellect 
has  acted  upon  the  heart,  and  the  heart  upon  the  intellect, 
thus  feeding  and  stimulating  each  other.  No  one  will 
doubt  the  learning  and  ability  of  Baxter,  and  yet  the 
warmth  of  his  piety  and  the  ardor  of  his  zeal,  made  his 
preaching,  the  wisdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of  God  to 
the  salvation  ol  many  souls.  "When  he  settled  in  Kidder- 
minster, we  are  told  that  the  whole  place  was  overrun 
with  ignorance  and  profaneness,  but  in  a  short  time,  under 
his  wise  and  faithful  labors,  it  became  as  a  garden  of  God. 

In  the  six  octavo  volumes  published  by  the  eminent 
Flavel,  there  is  certainly  no  lack  of  intellectual  abil- 
ity, and  yet  there  is  running  through  them,  a  spiritual 
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tinction,  that  has  scarcely  a  parallel  in  any  other  writer. 
This  author  was  sometimes,  before  preaching,  so  absorbed 
and  entranced  with  views  of  the  glories  of  Heaven,  as  to 
render  him  entirely  unconscious   of  surrounding  objects. 
On  one  occasion,  he  continued  in  the  same  ecstatic  state 
of  mind  during  the  whole  of  the  afternoon  and  night,  and 
though  he  had  no  sleep,  still  remarked  that  it  was  one  of 
the  most  refreshing  nights  that  he  ever  spent.    He  used 
afterwards  to  call  that  day,  "  one  of  the  days  of  Heaven." 
But  this  combination  of  intellectual  and  spiritual  power 
is    strikingly   seen  in   the  character    and  career  of  the 
immortal  Luther.     In  tracing  along  the  history  of  his 
life,  we    can   perceive   the   effects  of  his  studies    upon 
his  piety.     His  mind  and  heart  seem  to  grow  and  expand 
together,  and  no  sooner  is  the  former  illuminated,  than  the 
latter  experiences  spiritual  benefit.     We  are  at  a  loss  to 
know,  how,  amid  the  numerous  public  labors  which  his 
religious  zeal  prompted  him  to  discharge,  and,  above  all, 
amid  the  fierc<:^  persecutions  that  raged  around  him,  he 
could  find  leisure  to  prosecute  his   studies  with  so  much 
diligence,  and  produce  works  which  seem  to  have  required, 
in  their  preparation,  the  utmost  freedom  from  care  and 
interruption,  and  the  most  unwearied  industry.     So  won- 
derfully were  the  two  elements,  that  we  are  now  consider- 
ing, combined  in  this  hero,  that  he  has  been  styled  the  re- 
former of  the  language,  as  well  as  of  the  faith  of  his  nation. 
His  translation  of  the  Bible  is  acknowledged  to  be  "  a 
classic  masterpiece,"  and  lies  at  the  foundation  of  modern 
German  literature.     It  is  the  basis  of  the  ^tyle  of  the 
greatest  poets,  Goethe,  Schiller,  &c.,  and  has  sent  its  influ- 
ence through  every  department  of  learning  in  that  nation. 
The  eminent  philologist,  Grimm,  acknowledges  that  "  Lu- 
ther's language,  on  account  of  its  noble  and  almost  won- 
derful purity,  and  also  of  its  weighty  influence,  must  be 
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considered  as  the  kernel  and  basis  of  the  new  High  Ger- 
man, from  which,  even  down  to  our  times,  there  have  been 
only  unimportant  deviations,  and  these  mostly  to  its  in- 
jury in  form  and  expression.  The  new  High  German 
may  in  fact  be  designated  as  the  Protestant  dialect ;  and 
its  free  and  liberal  spirit,  has  long  since  obtained  the  mas- 
tery over  the  poets  and  writers  of  the  Catholic  faith,  un- 
consciously to  themselves."  Now  it  is  delightful  to  see 
the  workings  of  his  intellectual  upon  his  spiritual  life. 
A  remarkable  instance  of  this  may  be  seen  in  the  effects 
of  his  doctrinal  knowledge  upon  his  feeling,  while  he 
was  one  day  in  Rome,  slowly  climbing  on  his  knees,  (to 
obtain  an  indulgence,)  what  is  called  Pilate's  staircase, 
said  to  have  been  miraculously  transported  from  Jerusa- 
lem. "  As  he  was  going  through,  with  what  he  deemed  a 
meritorious  work,  he  heard  a  voice  like  thunder  sj^aking 
from  the  depth  of  his  soul,  'The  just  shall  live  by  faith.' 
He  started  up  in  terror  on  the  steps  upon  which  he  had 
been  crawling,  and  struck  with  shame  for  the  degradation 
to  which  superstition  had  debased  him,  he  fled  from  his 
scene  of  folly."  From  that  day,  this  doctrine  became  the 
living  soul  of  his  religion.  "  Morning  and  evening,"  to 
use  the  language  of  another,  "  from  the  towers  of  Erfurth 
and  before  the  Diet  at  Worms,  from  the  Castle  of  Wart- 
burg,  in  the  church,  and  in  the  palaces  at  Eisleben,  and 
from  his  still  retreat  at  Wittemberg,  it  was  faith  in  Christ 
that  he  preached  and  urged  home,  until  he  absolved  men 
from  their  penances,  and  emptied  the  confessional,  and 
broke  down  the  walls  of  the  monastery.  It  was  this  one 
idea  that  concentrated  upon  itself  all  his  energies,  and 
worked  with  indivisible  force  upon  him,  and  his  hearers 
and  readers,  and  at  last  redeemed  the  nations." 

In  advocating,  however,  the  importance  of  the  intellec- 
tual element  of  pulpit  power,  we  would  not  be  considered 
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as  presenting  it,  as  the  highest  element.  It  is,  we  candidly 
allow,  subordinate  to  the  principle  of  holiness.  The 
preacher  may  have  all  the  mental  preparation  to  which 
we  have  referred ;  —  he  may  be  a  profound  theologian,  a 
skilful  rhetorician — an  eloquent  orator,  with  winning 
manners  and  a  refined  taste,  and  yet  without  love  to  God 
in  his  heart,  he  is  nothing  but  sounding  brass  and  a  tink- 
ling cymbal.  His  piety  must  be  the  soul  of  all  his  min- 
istrations and  duties.  This  must  give  life,  freshness  and 
vigor  to  every  discourse  —  must  furnish  his  stimulus  to 
labor  —  must  nerve  him  for  every  conflict,  and  sustain 
him  under  every  discouragement.  But  it  is  the  relative 
importance  and  necessity  of  the  intellectual  element, 
which  we  wish  to  set  forth,  and  if  it  be  allowed  that  an 
educated  ministry  is  needed  at  all,  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  church,  and  the  character  of  our  times,  then  we  would 
have  this  education  carried  forward  to  the  highest  point 
of  excellence.  We  would  have  the  ambassador  of  God 
consecrate  to  his  holy  work,  all  his  powers.  We  would 
exhort  him  in  the  words  of  our  text,  "  Give  attendance  to 
reading,  to  doctrine,  meditate  upon  these  things,  give  thy- 
self wholly  to  them,  that  thy  profiting  may  appear  to  all." 

Lest  I  should  tax  your  patience  by  considering  the  bear- 
ing of  mental  culture,  upon  the  other  qualifications  of 
the  preacher,  I  pass  to  notice,  in  the  next  place,  its  impor- 
tance to  enable  the  ministiy,  to  protect  the  church  against 
the  inroads  of  modern  error. 

The  enemies  of  religion,  from  the  early  history  of  Chris- 
tianity to  the  present  time,  have  in  different  ages,  changed 
their  mode  of  attack,  with  the  change  in  the  habits,  cus- 
toms, and  the  different  degrees  of  intelligence  among  the 
people.  At  first  they  appeared  as  open  persecutors,  annoy- 
ing, hunting  down,  and  destroying  the  believers  in  Jesus. 
Then  they  built  dungeons,  forged  instruments  of  torture, 
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and  sought  to  force  conscience  by  the  arm  of  civil  law. 
Subsequently  they  organized  armies,  established  inquisi- 
tions, and  gloried  in  slaughter.  At  a  later  period  the  ad- 
herents of  infidelity  formed  themselves  into  clubs,  and 
vied  with  each  other  in  discovering  vulnerable  points  in 
Christianity.  They  presented  their  pernicious  errors  to 
the  world,  associated  with  philosophical  speculations,  as 
in  the  writings  of  Bolingbroke,  Spinoza  and  Hobbes  — 
associated  with  valuable  historical  facts,  as  in  the  writings 
of  Gibbon  and  Hume  —  associated  with  the  beauties  of 
poetry  and  romance,  as  in  the  writings  of  Voltaire. 

But  now  the  enemies  of  the  truth  approach  us  in  a  differ- 
ent way.    In  an  age  of  so  much  refinement,  taste  and  sober 
inquiry,  they  find  it  necessary  to  change  the  weapons  of 
their  warfare,  and  some  appear  clad  in  the  pangpply  of 
theology,  with  their  forms  of  worship,  prayer,  music,  peri- 
odicals and  various  agencies  of  influence.     This  we  might 
with  propriety,  designate  as  the  church-worship  infidelity 
of  the  present  day,  in  which  the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath 
and  the  sacred  associations  connected  with  Ne-^  England 
church  worship,  are  made  use  of,  to  aid  in  the  work  of 
destroying  the  foundations  of  the  Christian  faith.     Solemn 
prayers  are  offered  up,  for  the  divine  blessing  upon  the 
effort  about  to  be  made,  to  disprove  the  inspiration  of  the 
Scriptures,  or  demolish  some  cherished  doctrine  of  our 
faith.     Others  gain  access  to  the  public  mind,  through 
the  popular  lecture,  moral  essays,  and  other  literary  me- 
diums.    Some  come  to  us  riding  upon  the  clouds   of  a 
German  transcendentalism,  and  not  a  few  put  on  the  garb 
of  philanthropy.     The  popular  infidelity  of  our  age,  pre- 
sented in  these  various  forms,  is  often  accompanied  with 
a  very  appropriate  diction,  beautiful  imagery,  many  just 
sentiments,  and  considerable  rhetorical  power.     And  by 
the   flowing    stvie,   tasteful    decorations,   and    pleasing 
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address,  many  are  taken  captive,  and  ere  they  perceive 
the  poison,  they  begin  to  feel  its  baneful  influence. 

Of  the  sources  of  this  modern  scepticism,  which  an 
evangelical  ministry  are  called  upon  to  meet,  Germany  is 
at  the  present  time  the  most  fruitful.     Instead  of  a  sound 
theology,  many  of  her  writers  are  giving  us  a  neology,  the 
essence  of  which,  is,  the  subversion  of  revealed  religion, 
and  a  resting  simply  upon  natural  religion.      We  have 
from  Strauss,  what  he  calls  a  life  of  Christ,  which  is  a 
work  to  prove  that  the  system  of  Christianity  is  nothing 
more  than  a  system  of  mythology  —  that  it  stands   on  a 
level  with,  and  has  no  higher  claims,  than  the  systems  of 
the  heathen.    We  have  writers,  thence,  in  the  departments 
of  literature,  who  are  the  very  embodiment  of  scepticism ; 
the  light  of  whose  genius  shines  only  upon  the  dark  walls 
of  unbelief,  and  whose  aim  seems  to  be  to  destroy  all 
sense  of  moral  obligation,  and  all  feeling  of  accountability 
to  a  Supreme  Being.     These  men,  kindred  spirits  in  our 
country  ^ay  eulogize  and  embrace  to  their  hearts ;    the 
breathings  of  their  corrupt  souls   they  may  mistake  for 
the  incense  of  pure  genius  ;  but  the  defenders  of  the  faith 
are  called  u^^on  to  oppose  them,  as  the  poisoners  of  the 
fountains  of  knowledge,  as  giving  us  the  very  leprosy  of 
literature.     It  is  true,  we  are  under  great  obligations  to 
Germany,  for  what  she  has  done  in  the  various  branches 
of  theology  and  philology,  in  exegesis,  church  history  and 
ethics.     We  are  free  to  subscribe  to  the  sentiment  of  a  dis- 
tinguished writer,  that  "  Germany  has  done  more  for  clas- 
sical philology,  in  the  last  fifty  years,  than  all  other  civil- 
ized nations  together.     No  important  philological  work 
can  appear  at  the  present  time  without  having  availed 
itself,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  the  researches  of  Hermann, 
Wolf,  Lobeck,  Passow,  &c.     The  grammars  and  dictiona- 
ries which  are  in  most  general  use  in  this  country  and  in 
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England,  are  translations  of  Buttmann,  Schneider,  Sec, 
Every  one  able  to  form  a  judgment  in  the  case,  will  at 
once  admit  the  extensive  learning  of  German  vy^riters,  the 
depth  and  penetration  with  which  they  enter  into  the 
spirit  of  Grecian  and  Roman  antiquity,  and  every  philolo- 
gist who  knows  his  own  interest,  will  endeavor  to  make 
himself  acquainted  with  these  vast  treasures."  But,  with 
this  influx  of  valuable  German  learning,  there  has  come 
a  flood  of  rationalism  and  scepticism,  which  has  threat- 
ened to  sweep  away  the  foundations  of  the  Christian  faith  ; 
there  have  come  theological  and  philosophical  ideas  and 
speculations,  at  war  with  the  doctrines  of  our  holy  religion. 
Even  the  Bible  has  been  formally  attacked,  and  its  historic 
and  internal  evidences,  have  been  subjected  to  the^severest 
scrutiny,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  weapons  witn  which 
to  assail  it ;  no  eff'orts  have  been  spared  by  its  enemies  to 
bring  to  their  aid  the  resources  of  learning,  and  the  testi- 
mony of  antiquity.  "  The  declared  aim  of  the  rationalists 
of  Germany,"  say  the  translators  of  Neander's  life  of 
Christ,  "  was  to  interpret  the  Bible  on  rational  principles  ; 
that  is  to  say,  to  find  nothing  in  it  beyond  the  scope  of 
human  reason.  They  sought  to  free  it  of  every  thing 
supernatural,  deeming  it  to  be,  not  a  direct  divine  revela- 
tion, but  a  product  of  the  human  mind."  Now  while  this 
German  rationalism  and  scepticism  are  finding  their  way 
into  some  of  the  pulpits  in  our  land,  are  served  up  to 
suit  the  popular  taste  in  public  lectures,  and  are  becoming 
infused  into  a  portion  of  our  literature,  the  question 
before  us  is,  how  shall  they  be  met  by  those  whose  duty 
it  is  to  "  defend  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints  1  " 
It  is  obvious  that  to  fight  the  battle  before  us,  we  need 
the  most  effectual  weapons  —  weapons  drawn  from  the 
same  armory  which  has  supplied  our  opponents  ;  we  need 
to  meet  them  upon  their  own  grounds  —  to  follow  them 
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into  all  the  secret  retreats  of  scholastic  lore,  and  show  to 
them  and  to  the  world,  that  the  truth  for  which  we 
contend,  rests  upon  a  foundation  which  the  combined 
forces  of  learning,  sophistry,  and  rationalism,  are  unable 
to  shake.  And  could  we  see  in  the  ministry  of  this 
country  the  same  spirit  of  research,  and  patient  and  labo- 
rious toil  to  defend  the  faith,  that  is  manifested  elsewhere 
to  overthrow  it,  we  should  have  little  to  fear  from  this 
new  and  subtle  form  of  scepticism. 

In  regard,  also,  to  the  other  phases  of  modern  error, 
to  which  allusion  has  been  made,  we  deem  it  an  impor- 
tant part  of  the  duty  of  the  ministry,  to  be  qualified  to 
detect  and  bring  to  light  this  latent  scepticism,  what- 
ever garb  it  may  assume.  Though  it  comes  to  us 
clothed  with  all  the  authority  of  German  erudition  — 
though  it  is  mingled  with  much  that  is  good  and  true 
—  though  it  assumes  the  mild  form  of  a  negative  char- 
acter, and  expends  its  power  in  the  easy  task  of  deny- 
ing —  though  it  appears  with  the  smiles  and  apparent 
benevolence  of  philanthropy,  we  would  still  have  its 
pernicious  influence  exposed.  We  would  have  the  evan- 
gelical ministry  strip  infidelity  of  its  soft  and  tinseled 
drapery,  and  bid  it  come  forth.  It  was  not  until  Satan 
had  assumed  the  form  of  a  beautiful  serpent,  and  availed 
himself  of  a  winning  address  and  soft  words,  that  he  had 
power  to  do  evil.  It  was  not  until  Hume  had  diffused 
his  scepticism  through  his  philosophical  speculations,  that 
its  destructive  influence  was  felt.  It  was  not  until 
Gibbon  had  infused  his  poison  into  his  history,  and  Vol- 
taire his,  into  his  poetry,  that  it  found  its  way  to  the  heart, 
the  seat  of  life.  Present  to  an  enlightened  and  moral 
community,  infidelity  in  its  naked  form,  and  it  will  at 
once  be  rejected,  and  spurned  from  their  presence.  But 
decorate  it  with  the  beauties  of  rhetoric,  and  mingle  it 
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with  valuable  truths,  and  you  clothe  it  with  a  mighty 
power.  We  have  but  little  to  fear  from  the  grosser  forms 
of  infidelity  and  atheism.  But  we  have  much  to  fear 
from  that  latent,  silently-working  and  refined  infidelity, 
which  accompanies  the  products  of  genius,  which  suits 
itself  to  the  intelligence  and  refinement  of  the  age,  which 
confounds  evil  with  good,  which  calls  hostility  to  sin  a 
prejudice,  which  makes  scepticism  the  result  of  profound 
investigations  after  truth,  and  which  makes  brilliancy  of 
intellect,  more  than  compensate  for  the  worst  moral 
deformities.  This  is  the  infidelity  that  we  would  oppose. 
From  the  hands  of  its  advocates  we  would  wrest  the 
Bible,  and  bid  them  no  longer  desecrate  its  sacred  pages. 
Its  cold  philosophy  we  would  spurn,  as  afi'ording'^o  rest 
for  the  soul,  no  remedy  for  the  ills  of  life.  Though  its 
advocates,  like  their  own  creations  of  Satan,  knock  at  the 
rotten  part  of  the  human  heart,  and  demand  admittance 
on  the  ground  of  their  intellectual  power,  yet  would  we 
shun  them  as  we  would  the  slow,  yet  deadly  grasp  of  the 
serpent. 

Finally,  a  high  intellectual  culture  in  the  ministry,  is 
necessary  to  secure  the  supremacy  of  those  enlarged  and 
liberal  views  which  produce  a  spirit  of  courtesy  toivards 
the  various  evangelical  denominations^  and  a  union  of 
effort  in  the  different  dej^artments  of  Chrisfs  church.  As 
a  general  fact,  it  is  true  that  denominational  zeal  rises  as 
intellectual  power  declines.  It  is  natural  for  man  to  be 
interested  in  something,  and  if  the  great  principles  and 
doctrines  of  our  holy  religion  do  not  awaken  and  absorb 
his  attention,  if  he  has  not  a  heart  expansive  enough  to 
embrace  the  interests  of  humanity,  he  will  be  warmly  in- 
terested in  the  forms  and  externals  of  religion.  He  will 
be  strong  on  some  point,  if  it  be  but  zeal  in  the  burning 
of  candles,  and  in  facing  some  particular  point  of  the 
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compass,  while  leading  the  devotions  of  his  audience. 
"What,  therefore,  we  need  is  an  intellectual  standard,  that 
shall  elevate  the  whole  evangelical  ministry  to  a  position, 
where,  under  the  expansive  benevolence  of  Christianity, 
they  may  act  together  for  the  advancement  of  the 
Redeemer's  kingdom. 

In  preparing  to  refresh  the  earth,  the  sun  draws  the 
vapors  from  different  oceans,  rivers  and  lakes,  and  when 
they  reach  a  certain  elevation,  they  are  then  brought 
together  in  clouds,  and  are  borne  by  the  winds  of  Heaven 
over  the  land,  to  shower  their  blessings  upon  a  vast  terri- 
tory. Thus  let  the  ministry  and  the  churches,  under  the 
influences  of  the  sun  of  righteousness,  be  brought  up  to 
the  elevated  standard  that  the  gospel  requires,  and  they 
will  move  forward  together  to  bless  the  earth  by  their 
united  efforts. 

Had  the  vast  amount  of  time,  zeal  and  learning  which 
has  been  expended  upon  minor  questions,  been  devoted 
to  the  higher  and  nobler  object  of  promoting  vital  reli- 
gion, we  know  not  how  great  would  have  been  the 
beneficial  results.  It  would  seem  oftentimes  as  though 
the  zeal  expended  in  controversy  had  been  in  an  in- 
verse proportion  to  the  importance  of  the  question  at 
issue.  "  The  mint,  anise  and  cummin  "  of  religion  have 
absorbed  attention  and  excited  the  deepest  feelings,  while 
"  the  weighty  matters  of  the  law  "  have  been  neglected. 
The  very  insignificance  of  the  points  in  discussion,  has 
irritated  and  fretted  the  minds  of  the  disputants,  and  made 
the  strife  more  like  a  family  quarrel,  than  a  grave  inquiry 
into  principles  of  practical  and  solemn  moment.  Now 
the  right  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  one's 
own  conscience,  and  according  to  our  tastes  too,  is  a  birth- 
right that  no  American  Christian  will  give  up ;  and  amid 
such  a  diversity  of  tastes  and  variety  of  sects,  our  only 
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course,  is,  to  waive  minor  differences,  and  meet  on  tlie 
broad  platform  of  evangelical  truth.  This  American  soil 
is  no  place  for  the  cultivation  of  a  narrow  sectarianism, 
no  field  for  a  monopoly  of  the  spiritual  graces  and  apos- 
tolic privileges  of  the  Christian  faith.  While  the  very 
genius  of  our  national  institutions  is  free  and  generous, 
while  under  our  noble  system  of  education,  every  man  is 
trained  to  think  and  act  for  himself,  it  is  idle  to  suppose 
that  the  spirit  of  exclusiveness  and  intolerance  in  eccle- 
siastical matters,  can  have  any  hope  of  success.  A  small 
class  of  men  may  advance  the  arrogant  claim,  that  they 
alone  of  the  27,000  preachers  in  the  United  States,  have 
the  right  to  preach  the  Gospel;  —  that  in  the  estimation 
of  Heaven,  their  ministrations  are  alone  valid^and  the 
only  ministrations  upon  which  a  holy  God  can  look  with 
any  approbation ;  they  may  labor  by  the  power  of  sur- 
plices, prayer  books,  canons,  arguments  on  the  succession, 
to  enforce  their  claims,  but  in  the  climate  and  on  the  soil 
that  Heaven  has  granted  to  this  people,  such  exclusiveness 
will  not  prosper.  The  great  struggle  in  the  American 
church  is  the  struggle  for  principles.  The  great  contro- 
versy here  is  the  controversy  with  sin.  The  great  demand 
is  for  men  of  enlarged  and  liberal  views  —  men  who  will 
be  more  zealous  for  the  establishment  of  principles  than 
forms  —  men  who  shall  live  near  to  Christ,  the  great 
operative  heart  of  Christianity,  feeling  its  pulsations 
thrilling  their  own  spirits,  and  participating  in  the  com- 
prehensive views  and  noble  designs  of  their  divine 
Master.  As  a  minister  of  Christ,  amenable  to  the  Great 
Judge,  my  business  is  not  to  quarrel  with  another  because 
of  his  love  of  particular  forms,  nor  with  another  because 
he  believes  in  immersion,  nor  with  another  because  he 
doubts  whether  the  saints  will  persevere,  but  my  w^arfare 
is  with  the  depraved  heart,  with  those  who  are  living 
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without  God  and  without  hope  in  the  world.  And  in  this 
work,  I  am  bound  to  welcome  to  my  pulpit,  and  my  heart, 
all  others  who  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity,  and 
who  have  received  their  commission  to  preach  from  him. 
This  is  what  the  great  Head  of  the  church  demands. 
This,  the  spirit  of  the  age  demands.  This,  the  very  genius 
of  our  institutions  demands. 

Let  us,  then,  behold  the  ministry  consecrating  all  its 
intellectual  powers  to  the  service  of  Heaven,  with  these 
powers  charged  with  a  vital  spirituality,  and  under  its 
influence  we  shall  see  the  church  awake  and  put  on  her 
strength — the  strength  of  ardent  piety — of  strong  faith 
—  of  burning  zeal —  of  fervent  prayer.  She  will  come 
forth,  "  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun,  and  terrible  as 
an  army  with  banners."  Multitudes  of  the  impenitent 
will  flock  to  her  standard,  and  enrol  their  names  as  the 
followers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Before  closing,  I  cannot  but  allude  to  the  interesting 
fact,  that  our  young  brother,  the  candidate  for  ordination, 
is  a  native  of  this  town,  and  very  early  in  life  united  with 
the  church  that  usually  worships  in  this  house.  In 
infancy  he  was,  by  pious  parents,  dedicated  at  this  altar  to 
the  Lord,  in  the  solemn  rite  of  baptism,  and  his  education 
from  that  hour,  has  been  prosecuted  with  reference  to  the 
work  of  the  gospel  ministry.  By  his  induction  this 
evening  into  this  sacred  office,  another  valuable  addition 
is  made  to  the  large  number,  whom  this  ancient  and 
honored  town  has  furnished  for  the  ministry. 

It  is  but  a  few  months  since,  in  this  very  pulpit,  a 
beloved  brother,  (the  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Noyes,  a  missionary 
of  the  American  Board  to  India,)  a  native  of  this  place, 
and  a  child  of  this  church,  was  ordained  as  a  herald  of 
the  gospel  to  the  heathen ;  and  according  to  the  most 
accurate  estimate  which  I  have  been  able  to  make,  there 
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are  now  scattered  over  our  country  and  in  heathen  lands, 
forty^  living  ministers^  who  are  natives  of  Newburyport 
and  Newbury.  Some  of  them,  at  least,  all  will  allow, 
are  men  of  eminent  abilities  and  devoted  piety,  and  of 
those  who  have  within  a  few  years  been  called  to  their 
reward  in  Heaven,  we  can  recall  several  who  were 
eminently  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  ministerial 
duties.  Among  these  I  might  allude  to  the  beloved 
March,  late  pastor  of  the  Belleville  Congregational 
Church  —  to  the  amiable  and  devoted  Pike,  late  of  Roch- 
ester, N.  H.,  who  was  so  early  cut  off  from  his  work,  and 
to  the  lamented  Woart,  who,  several  years  previous,  per- 
ished in  the  Pulaski. 

I  The  fact  that  Newburyport  and  Newbury  Have  pro- 
duced so  many  ministers  of  Christ,  can  only  be  accounted 
for  on  the  ground  that  these  towns  have,  from  their 
earliest  settlement,  enjoyed  the  ministrations  of  learned, 
efficient  and  pious  pastors,  and  also,  that  there  has  been 
here  a  high  standard  of  family  religion.  Christian  parents 
have  felt  the  duty  of  dedicating  their  infant  children  to 


*  Among  this  number  I  would  mention  the  names  of  the  Rev.  Gardiner  Spring, 
D.  D.,  of  ^^w  York  City ;  Rev.  Samuel  Spring,  of  Hartford,  Conn. ;  Rev.  Isaac  W. 
Wheelwright,  of  Valparaiso,  Chili ;  Rev.  William  C.  Dana,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  ; 
Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  Jr.,  D.  D.,  President  of  Bowdoin  College,  Me. ;  Rev.  Seth 
Sweetger,  of  Worcester,  Mass. ;  Rev.  Daniel  T.  Smith,  Professor  in  Bangor  Seminary,. 
Me.  i  Rev.  John  Pike,  of  Rowley,  Mass. ;  Rev.  E.  W.  Allen,  of  North  Reading,  Mass. ; 
Rev.  George  R.  Noyes,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Hebrew  and  other  Oriental  Languages  in 
Harvard  University.  In  the  same  University  there  are  in  the  Law  Department,  two 
other  professors,  natives  of  Newbury,  viz  :  Simon  Greenleaf,  LL.  D.,  and  the  Hon. 
Thcophilus  Parsons,  LL.  D.  In  the  Episcopal  Church  the  Rev.  Stephen  H.  Tyng, 
D.  D.,  of  New  York  City.  The  Rev.  Benjamin  Hale,  D.  D.,  President  of  Geneva 
College,  N.  Y.,  &c. 

The  publishing  committee  would  add  the  names  of  the  brothers  of  the  author  of 
this  discourse  —  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Clark,  of  Trinity  Church,  Boston,  Mass.;  Rev. 
George  II.  Clark,  of  Darien,  Georgia,  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Clark,  of  Philadelphia, 
Penn. 

t  Some  parts  of  this  discourse,  as  now  published,   were  omitted  at  the  time  of 
delivery  from  the  fear  of  occupying  time  that  properly  belonged  to  others. 
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the  Lord  in  baptism,  and  have  early  impressed  upon 
their  minds  the  solemnity  of  the  rite,  and  the  obligations 
which  it  imposed  upon  them.  They  have  labored,  also, 
to  thoroughly  discipline  them,  and  instruct  them  in  the 
fundamental  doctrines  of  our  holy  religion. 

In  these  advantages,  we  rejoice  to  know  that  our 
brother,  who  is  about  to  assume  the  weighty  responsibili- 
ties of  the  ministry,  has  largely  shared.  May  he  equal, 
and  even  surpass,  in  learning,  piety  and  usefulness,  those 
who  have  gone  before  him,  from  his  native  town,  and  who 
in  distant  cities  and  countries,  are  earnestly  contending 
'^  for  the  faith  which  was  once  delivered  unto  the  saints." 
May  he  listen  to  the  earnest  exhortation  which  St.  Paul 
addressed  to  Timothy  —  "  Let  no  man  despise  thy  youth  ; 
but  be  thou  an  example  of  the  believers,  in  word,  in  con- 
versation, in  charity,  in  spirit,  in  faith,  in  purity.  Give 
attendance  to  reading^  to  exhortation,  to  doctrine.  Medi- 
tate upon  these  things  ;  give  thyself  wholly  to  them 
that  thy  profiting  may  appear  to  all.  Take  heed  unto 
thyself  and  to  the  doctrine  ;  continue  in  them ;  for  in 
doing  this  thou  shalt  both  save  thyself,  and  them  that 
hear  thee." 


CHAUGE  TO  THE  PASTOE. 


BY  REV.  L.  WHITING,  OF  LAWRENCE. 


My  dear  young  Brother  :  — 

This  is  the  solemn  part  especially  personal  to  you,  in^our  ordina- 
tion —  the  charge.  It  implies  that  a  great  matter  is  now  entrusted 
to  you,  and  that  most  solemn  claims  attend  the  trust. 

In  our  great  Master's  name,  this,  then,  is  my  charge ;  pronouncing 
you,  in  this  holy  house,  before  all  witnesses  —  a  man  of  God.  This 
hour ;  this  solemn  ordination  ;  the  record  now  writing  on  high,  charge 
you  in  this  new  name  —  a  man  of  God —  the  prophet  of  the  Lord — 
a  minister  of  Jesus  Christ.  Hearken  to  the  reasons  of  this  claim  on 
you :  Before  the  worlds  were  made,  in  the  depths  of  the  eternal  coun- 
sels, you  were  chosen  for  this  hour  —  to  this  work,  now  given  you. 
In  the  prophesies,  you  and  this  precious  flock  composed  a  part  of  the 
vision's  significance.  In  Gethsemane,  and  on  Calvary,  you  together 
rested  on  the  Redeemer's  mind.     His  dying  love  encompassed  you. 

When  the  pious  ancestors  of  these  churches  gathered  on  this  beau- 
tiful promontory,  raised  here  their  altars,  poured  out  their  prayers 
and  tears,  God  was  bringing  on,  through  them,  this  day's  solemni- 
ties. When  that  honored,  mighty  man  of  God,  whose  dust  is  a  richer 
treasure  to  this  church*  than  stores  of  rubies  would  be,  and  whose 
name  shall  be  as  priceless  to  you,  and  your  youthful  church,  as  are 
his  ashes  to  this,  preached  and  prayed  where  we  now  form  these  vows, 
the  doings  of  this  day  were  in  the  train  of  consequences,  before  the 
eternal  mind. 

*  The  first  Preibytcrian,  in  whose  house  the  remains  of  Whitefield  are  buried- 
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When,  forty  years  ago,  your  revered  father  and  loved  mother 
came  to  seek  a  home  here,  God's  plan  in  you,  came  with  them. 
Years  after,  when  in  yonder  chamber  it  was  joyfully  told,  "  a  man 
child  is  born ; ''  0  did  not  the  angels  hovering  there,  look  on  to  this 
bright  day  of  the  new  year,  and  behold  this  infant  daughter  of  Zion, 
this  beautiful  tender  branch  of  the  vine,  entrusted  to  that  child's 
hand  !  In  the  early  temple-consecration  —  when,  in  the  arms  of  pa- 
rental love,  that  babe  w^as  brought  to  this  temple,  according  to  the 
example  of  our  Redeemer,  did  not  the  seal  of  that  dedication  touch 
and  blend  with  the  seals  of  these  ordaining  vows  ? 

Were  you  not,  my  brother,  God's  in  your  childhood — now  a  man 
of  Crod, 

Do  you  not  remember  among  the  sweet  hymns  of  cradle  memories, 
these  verses  ; 

"  At  twelve  years  old  he  talked  with  men, 
The  Jews  all  wondering  stand  1 " 

Are  there  not  eyes  now  gazing  on  you  this  moment,  which,  filled 
with  tender  love,  witnessed  your  personal  consecration  to  Christ  in 
your  like  tender  youth,  upon  this  hallowed  spot  your  feet  now  press  ? 
And  from  thence  through  all  your  student  life  —  in  class-rooms  —  in 
the  scholar's  fond  musings  —  in  sickness  and  temptation,  was  there 
not  a  hand  around,  upon  you,  writing  "  m^  own,  my  own  ?  " 

In  those  secret,  gentle  providences  which  turned  your  feet  from 
other  fields  and  won  you  here ;  here,  too,  at  the  time,  when  the  Lord 
was  moving  the  hearts  of  his  people  to  the  heavenly  purpose  of  ex- 
tending the  wall  and  towers  of  Zion  here  ;  was  not  God  in  all  these 
things,  making  out  his  title  to  you  ? 

The  last  act,  we,  his  ordained  ministers  and  the  messengers  of  the 
churches,  now  surround  you  to  perform.  It  is  to  pronounce  this 
charge ;  gathered  from  the  eternal  counsels,  from  the  deeds  of  holy 
providence  toward  you,  from  the  tfiutual  vows  between  you  and  this 
church ;  Be  thou  a  man  of  God, 

Attend,  my  brother,  to  a  few  specifications  in  this  charge. 

It  requires  you  to  he  a  man.  You  are  not  by  one  tittle,  to  resign 
the  attributes,  the  sympathies,  the  rights  of  a  man,  because  you  have 
assumed  those  of  a  minister.  You  are  to  eat  and  drink ;  to  toil  and 
rest ;  to  think  and  to  speak,  as  a  man.     God's  law  in  your  nature  de^ 
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mands  it.  Never,  my  brother,  disgrace  your  manhood  by  fictitious 
professional  sanctimony — by  pharasaic  pietism  —  by  frivolous,  quar- 
relsome conscientiousness  in  petty  scruples,  on  the  one  hand ;  nor, 
by  heedless  passions  —  by  offensive  trespass  on  the  proprieties,  the 
dignity  and  honor,  and  righteousness  of  manhood,  on  the  other. 

But  while  the  charge  demands  a  most  discriminating  maintenance 
of  the  manliness  God  meant  for  you,  for  all  his  ministers,  it  also  claims 
you  should  be  a  man  of  Cfod  ;  like  him,  firm  in  attribute,  righteous 
in  action,  nobly  beneficent  in  temper,  charitable  in  judgment,  bearing 
and  forbearing  in  all  goodness  with  poor  sinners,  pure  in  passions, 
holy  in  purpose,  forgetting  yourself  in  a  boundless  love  to  others. 

You  are  to  preach  God's  word  —  not  the  word  of  schools,  or  of 
gifted  men.     God's  word  is  a  double  word  —  Law  and  Gospel. 

A  beautiful  valley  is  it  between  the  two  awful  s^ountains,  Sinai 
and  Calvary.  On  one  are  the  stern  tables  of  Commandment  —  on  the 
other  the  cross  of  the  great  sacrifice.  Delicious  fruits,  most  precious 
gems,  lie  there  profuse ;  but  beware  lest  in  a  too  admiring  search  for 
them,  the  terror  of  the  one  mountain,  and  the  love  of  the  other,  are 
all  forgotten. 

Preach  the  Law  ;  preach  the  Gospel ;  then,  and  then  only,  will 
you  preach  the  zvord  of  the  Lord. 

The  history  —  the  poetry  —  the  prophesies  —  the  evangelists  —  the 
epistles  — compose,  are  parts  of  this  twofold  word,  the  Law  and  the 
Gospel.  Preach  them  ;  the  Holy  Ghost  put  them  there,  that  they 
might  be  preached ;  that  we  should  preach  them. 

In  doing  this  work  as  a  man  of  God,  remember  you  are  a  servant 
in  it,  not  a  lord  over  it.  Plant  and  water,  in  all  timely  assiduity  and 
faithfulness  ;  but  ever  keep  in  mind,  God  gives  the  increase. 

It  is  your  work  to  preach.  The  preaching  saves  men,  not  by  yours, 
but  by  "  the  power  of  God.  " 

Preach,  then,  in  the  holy  sanctuary,  these  first  and  chiefest ;  by 
the  bed  of  sickness,  in  the  ear  opened  by  bereavement,  by  sorrow, 
by  opportunity. 

This  is  the  work  of  all  other,  put  in  your  charge.  Do  it  honestly — 
doit  fearlessly  —  patiently — kindly,  and  in  earnest  love.  "  Speak 
boldly, "  as  you  ought  to  speak  when  need  requires,  and  speak  in  the 
gentle  sweetness  that  soothes  the  ear  of  the  tender  babe  when  such  a 
spirit  is  before  you. 

3* 
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Thus,  my  dear  young  brother  and  friend,  may  you  live  a  full  life- 
time with  this  precious  flock,  enriching  them  in  holy  gifts,  and  win- 
ning many  souls,  as  jewels  in  Jesus'  crown,  and  when  your  labor  here 
is  done,  may  devout  men  bear  you  to  your  burial ;  and  your  rich 
memorial  graven  on  the  hearts  of  your  generation,  written  in  the 
book  of  heavcDj  be, 

"He  was  a  man  of  God."  * 


RIGHT  HAND  OF  FELLOWSHIP. 


BY  REV.  J.  TAYLOR,  OF  WENHAM. 


My  Brother  :  —  V 

You  have  now  been  made  a  minister  of  Christ,  "  by  the  laying 
on  of  the  hands  of  the  presbytery. "  The  prayer  of  your  conse- 
cration has  just  ascended  before  God.  You  have  been  solemnly 
and  affectionately  charged  to  be  faithful  in  those  labors  which  have 
been  intrusted  to  you.  Your  vows  of  obedience  are  recorded  in 
heaven.  Solemn,  impressive  moment !  All  that  is  fearful  in  respon- 
sibilities, all  that  is  cheering  in  promises,  in  connection  with  the  gos- 
pel ministry,  is  now  yours.  It  is  with  feelings  of  no  ordinary  kind 
that  I  meet  you  here,  and  present  you  this  Right  Hand  in  Christian 
fellowship. 

We  have  met  before  this  hour.  Often  in  years  gone  by  we  have 
tendered  to  each  other  the  greetings  of  friendship,  amid  scenes  where 
memory  in  fondness  lingers. 

We  trod  the  same  halls  of  science,  in  that  period  of  youth  when 
the  heart  chooses  the  friends  of  a  lifetime.  The  groves,  the  pleas- 
ant walks,  about  our  classic  home,  witness  where  we  strayed  together. 
In  later  days,  we  met  in  the  same  school  of  the  prophets,  and  received 
instruction  from  those  venerated  fathers  who  seem,  even  now,  to  be 
wrapping  their  mantle  about  them  for  their  last  repose.  In  all  the 
intercourse  of  the  past,  one  wish,  one  aim,  has  been  the  same  to  both ; 
"  to  preach  Christ,  and  him  crucified.  "  Having  preceded  you  a  lit- 
tle in  entering  the  ministry,  I  come  to-day,  while  the  hopes  of  other 
years  are  scattering  their  ripe  fruit  around  you,  to  bid  you  welcome 
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as  a  laborer  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord.  AVelcome  by  me,  welcome 
by  these  fathers  and  brothers  ;  welcome  by  all  the  ministers  of  our 
blessed  Saviour.  We  thus  greet  you,  for  you  have  entered  a  field  of 
labor  which  will  aflford  to  the  faithful  man  a  rich  harvest  of  blessing. 

You  have  not  been  set  apart  as  an  embassador  of  our  civil  govern- 
ment, to  transact  business  of  great  moment  with  a  foreign  nation  ;  but 
you  are  an  embassador  sent  by  heaven  to  effect  a  reconciliation  be- 
tween God  and  man.  You  are  not  sent  to  be  honored  in  courts,  and 
to  be  applauded  in  halls  of  legislation ;  but  like  him  whose  minister 
you  are,  you  must  go  from  house  to  house,  from  street  to  street,  bear- 
ing to  the  sick,  faint,  and  dying,  the  water  of  life,  and  the  bread  of 
life.  To  you  is  committed  the  work  of  instructing  the  ignorant,  lead- 
ing the  blind,  and  pointing  the  stranger  to  happiness  and  God ;  to  a 
home  beneath  the  blood-bought  mercy  seat.  Oh !  my  brother,  are 
there  not  joys  in  such  employment ;  joys  in  guiding  men  from  death 
to  life  ;  joys  in  teUing  of  Christ  and  his  cross. 

That  you  now  enter  upon  a  life  beset  with  difficulties  and  trials,  is 
also  most  certain. 

While  listening  to  the  impressive  charge,  which  has  been  delivered 
to  you,  how  has  your  spirit  been  led  to  cry  out  "  who  is  sufficient  for 
these  things  ?  "  Permit  me  then  to  assure  you,  that  these  brethren 
meet  you  here  to  give  pledges  of  their  fellowship  and  love. 

For  you  we  will  pray ;  to  you  shall  be  open  for  exchange  our  pul- 
pits —  with  you  we  will  rejoice,  when  you  are  made  glad  —  our  tears 
shall  fall  when  you  are  in  affliction  and  sorrow :  treasures  of  love  shall 
remain  for  you,  in  our  homes  and  hearts.  We  will,  so  far  as  in  us  lies, 
aid  you  to  bear  the  burden  now  rolled  upon  you. 

In  your  own  heart,  ray  brother,  in  the  midst  of  scenes  like  these, 
there  must  be  emotions  which  find  no  utterance  in  the  ordinary  forms 
of  expression. 

In  this  house  of  worship,  where  you  have  just  been  ordained  a  min- 
ister of  Christ,  long  before  you  learned  to  lisp  the  sweet  name  of 
Jesus,  fond  parents  brought  you  to  the  baptismal  font,  and  loaning  you 
to  the  Lord  as  long  as  you  should  live,  had  placed  on  your  brow  the 
seal  of  the  covenant. 

Beneath  this  venerable  roof  you  first,  in  public,  learned  of  God  and 
heaven.      Here  were  received  the  first  lessons  of  childhood  in  the 
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Sabbath  School.  Here  too  was  made  a  pubUc  profession  of  that 
faith,  which  you  now  go  forth  to  preach. 

What  scenes  in  connection  with  this  day's  exercises  have  passed 
in  review ! 

And  to  add  greatly  to  all  the  other  interest  of  this  occasion,  those 
who  first  gave  you  to  the  Lord,  have  come  hither  this  evening  to  wit- 
ness your  full  consecration  to  the  service  of  Christ  and  the  church. 
Their  hearts  are  full ;  the  offering  has  been  accepted  at  their  hands. 
Their  daily  prayer  has  been  heard  and  answered. 

In  connection  with  the  field  of  labor,  upon  which  you  are  about  to 
enter,  many  things  are  suggested  of  a  deeply  interesting  nature. 
Our  friend  and  brother,  who  was  ordained  a  few  months  ago  in  this 
place,*  heard  the  voice  of  his  departed  Lord  calling  him  far  hence  to 
heathen  lands.  How  different  the  summons  wmch  has  been  given 
you ;  being  invited  to  rear  the  standard  of  the  cross,  beneath  these 
same  pleasant  skies,  where  you  have  lived  and  been  loved  in  other 
days.  You  have  come  back  from  the  places  of  study,  where  your 
mind  has  been  richly  furnished,  to  the  home  of  your  youth,  hoping  to 
win  to  the  truth,  and  lead  to  heaven,  the  fond  playmates  of  former 
years. 

Oh !  you  come  back  to  the  fresh  garden  where  once  you  strayed, 
to  gather  its  choicest  flowers  to  deck  the  Saviour's  brow,  while  one 
and  another  have  come  around  you,  of  those  whom  you  have  known 
and  loved,  saying,  tell  us  of  Christ ;  guide  us  to  heaven.  Oh  !  who 
shall  blame  you  for  loving  souls  here  — who  shall  say  to  you,  depart, 
the  field  is  ours.  Not  these  brethren  surely  ;  nay,  rather,  while  they 
tender  to  you  their  co-operation,  as  Abram  addressed  Lot —  so  they 
you,  "  Let  there  be  no  strife,  I  pray  thee,  between  me  and  thee,  and 
between  my  herdmen  and  thy  herdmen,  for  we  are  brethren.  " 

Be  this  our  only  strife,  who  shall  be  most  faithful  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord ;  who  shall  most  glorify  God ;  who  shall  gather  the  most 
precious  sheaves. 

The  church  which  has  to-day  been  organized,  and  over  which  you 
have  been  installed  pastor,  has  assumed  the  name  of  that  distinguished 
man,  whose  mortal  remains  are  entombed  beneath  our  feet,  and  whose 
monument  stands  before  us. 

*Mr.  Joseph  T.  No  yes,  a  native  of  Newburyport,  was  ordained  Sept.  20th,  1848, 
as  a  missionary  to  Ceylon. 
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Is  the  immortal  spirit  which  once  animated  those  remains,  indiffer- 
ent to  what  is  now  passing  here  below  ?  Far  otherwise  —  methinks 
it  bows  from  its  place  in  glory,  to  hover  near  in  scenes  like  these.  In 
behalf  of  the  undying  Whitefield,  and  that  great  "  cloud  of  wit- 
nesses "  vrith  which  we  are  encompassed,  I  again  present  you  this 
right  hand  in  Christian  fellowship. 

Be  thou  faithful  until  death,  and  like  them,  you  shall  receive  a 
crown  of  life. 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE. 

BY  REV.  DANIEL  FITZ,  OF  IPSWICH. 


Though  the  impressive  services  of  the  evenkig  have  had  special 
reference  to  our  young  brother,  ■whom  we  have  set  apart  to  the  sacred 
•work  of  the  ministry,  yet  they  at  the  same  time  bear  an  intimate 
relation  to  the  newly  constituted  church,  and  to  the  religious  society. 
You  have  already,  my  brethren  and  friends,  in  an  important  sense, 
been  addressed.  As  you  have  sympathized  with  him,  who  has  thus 
been  set  over  you  in  the  Lord  in  the  moment  of  solemn  consecration ; 
as  you  have  listened  to  the  apostolic  charge,  enjoining  on  him  such 
weighty  duties,  and  laying  him  under  such  fearful  responsibilities  ;  as 
you  have  witnessed  the  full  expression  of  the  fellowship  of  the  pastors 
and  the  churches,  you  have  not  been  insensible  to  the  obligations 
devolving  on  yourselves.  Every  step  in  the  progress  of  the  inter- 
esting exercises  of  the  day  and  of  the  evening  has  seemed  to  bring 
you  into  a  closer  and  more  tender  relation  to  him,  whom  you  may 
now  call  your  own.  While  you  feel  the  pressure  of  the  uniting 
bonds,  and  realize  that  he  is  your  pastor,  and  that  you  are  his  people, 
it  would  seem  as  if  this  were  enough.  Experience,  however,  has 
taught  you  that  there  is  a  proneness  to  forget,  in  some  measure,  obli- 
gations that  may  be  upon  you  ;  that  happy  and  solemn  impressions, 
amid  passing  events  and  amid  revolving  years,  too  often  lose  their 
power,  and  that  there  is  a  receding,  both  in  respect  to  the  feelings 
and  the  actions,  from  the  point  already  gained. 

Suffer,  then,  on  this  interesting  and  joyful  occasion,  the  word  of 
exhortation. 

Let  me  remind  you  that  it  is  not  all  to  settle  a  minister,  and  to 
sustain  him  in  his  work  by  mere  pecuniary  aid.      The  relation  of 
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pastor  and  people  implies  reciprocal  duties.  He  has  Ids  part,  and 
you  have  your  part,  to  perform.  lie  cannot  accomplish  the  object 
of  his  ministry  ;  he  cannot  effect  in  your  behalf  what  we  believe  his 
heart  would  prompt  him  to  do,  unless  you  discharge  the  duties 
devolving  on  you.  He  must  have  the  friendly  and  the  constant 
co-operation  of  his  people  in  order  to  success  in  his  great  work.  To 
him,  to  themselves,  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  do  they  owe 
it  t©  be  uniformly  present  at  the  place  of  worship.  They,  who  are 
constant  attendants,  do  much  to  encourage  the  heart  of  a  pastor,  and 
to  call  forth  his  best  efforts  for  the  good  of  his  people.  He  will 
experience  a  peculiar  satisfaction  in  meeting  them  every  Sabbath  at 
the  altar  of  God.  Afford  this  satisfaction  to  your  pastor.  Your 
constant  presence  will  furnish  presumptive  evidence  of  your  interest 
in  the  messages  of  the  gospel,  and  of  your  affection  for  him,  who 
bears  them. 

One  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  the  success  of  the  gospel  at  the 
present  day  is  the  fearful  neglect  of  the  stated  means  of  grace.  It 
is  time  for  Christians,  for  the  lovers  of  good  order  in  society,  and  for 
all,  to  feel  more  deeply  in  relation  to  this  subject,  and  to  use  all  their 
influence  in  favor  of  a  more  general  and  constant  attendance  on  a 
preached  gospel.  With  all  that  is  animating  in  a  new  enterprize, 
with  all  that  is  imperative  in  the  calls  of  duty,  go  out,  my  brethren 
and  friends,  among  the  hundreds  in  this  place,  that  are  as  sheep  with- 
out a  shepherd,  and  by  strong  arguments  and  affectionate  entreaties, 
"  compel  them  to  come  in,"  and  hear  the  glad  messages  of  the  gospel. 
Say  to  each  neglecter  of  the  sanctuary,  whom  you  may  meet,  as 
Moses  said  to  Hobab,  "  come  thou  with  us,  and  we  will  do  thee 
good." 

You  will  feel  it  to  be  your  duty,  not  only  to  be  present  at  the 
place  of  worship,  but,  when  there,  to  hear  in  an  attentive  and  becom- 
ing manner.  It  is  not  merely  to  pass  a  vacant  hour  that  you  should 
meet  before  God.  It  is  not  from  a  formal  compliance  with  custom, 
nor  from  a  desire  to  gratify  a  restless  curiosity,  that  you  should  come 
within  the  sound  of  the  gospel.  It  is  for  solemn,  for  sacred  pur- 
poses. You  meet  in  the  presence  of  the  majesty  of  heaven  and 
earth,  to  pay  your  devotions  there,  and  to  learn  your  duties  to  him, 
whose  constant  "  visitation  preserves  your  spirits,"  and  whose  merciful 
forbearance  continues  to  you  the  offers  of  life  eternal.      When  you 
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enter  the  house  of  prayer,  you  are  on  consecrated  ground.  You 
stand  at  the  very  gate  of  heaven.  The  errand  on  "which-  you  pro- 
fessedly assemble,  is  one  of  immense  moment.  You  are  to  transact 
business,  which  takes  hold  on  an  unchanging  state.  You  are  to 
attend  to  those  truths  in  which  you  have  the  deepest  personal  concern. 
You  are  to  give  your  minds  to  those  subjects,  which  arrest  the  atten- 
tion of  the  pure  beings  who  bow  around  the  eternal  throne.  You 
are  to  contemplate  those  glorious  mysteries  "  into  which  the  angels 
desire  to  look."  How  responsible,  then,  is  your  situation,  while  you 
are  permitted  to  listen  to  the  truths  of  the  everlasting  gospel !  Well 
might  the  great  preacher  [of  righteousness  say  to  them,  who  were 
gathered  around  him,  and  who  [^heard  his  gracious  words  —  "  Take 
heed  how  ye  hear."  How  impressive  the  laiaguage  of  the  apostle  — 
"  We  are  unto  God  a  sweet  savor  of  Christ,  in  them  that  are  saved, 
and  in  them  that  perish :  to  the  one,  we  are  the  savor  of  death  unto 
death;  and  to  the  other,  the  savor  of  life  unto  life." 

Cherish,  my  dear  brethren,  an  affectionate  interest  in  your  pas- 
tor. Co-operate  with  him  who  labors  among  you,  and  who  is  over 
you  in  the  Lord.  Regard  him  not  as  a  stranger,  but  as  a  friend. 
"  Esteem  him  very  highly  in  love  for  his  work's  sake."  Treat  him 
at  all  times  with  candor  and  tenderness.  Feel  with  him  amid  his 
various  labors  and  his  painful  solicitudes.  Endeavor  to  sustain  him 
and  comfort  him  while  discouragements  and  sorrows  may  beset  his 
way.  Aim  to  lighten  his  burdens,  both  for  his  sake  and  for  your 
own.  As  Aaron  and  Hur  stayed  up  the  hands  of  Moses,  so  seek  to 
afford  him  effectual  aid  by  your  exertions,  and  by  your  prayers.  In 
his  pastoral  visits,  render  every  facility  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
object  he  has  in  view.  Let  religion  be  made  the  chief  topic  of  con- 
versation. Bring  your  families  together  that  they  may  hear  the 
instruction  given,  and  that  all  may  unite  in  imploring  the  blessing 
of  heaven.  In  the  exercises  of  the  Sabbath  School,  cheerfully 
render  your  aid  and  use  your  influence,  not  only  in  bringing  others 
to  the  house  of  God,  but  also  to  an  attendance  on  this  kind  of 
instruction,  which  has  been  so  much  blessed  to  the  spiritual  improve- 
ment of  Christians,  and  to  the  saving  conversion  of  the  impenitent. 
Be  tender  of  the  reputation  of  your  minister.  Be  slow  to  complain 
of  him.  Be  slow  to  hear  the  complaints  of  others.  Amid  all  his 
cares,  amid  all  his  trials,  do  not  always  expect  the  most  thoroughly 
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studied  sermons.  Be  satisfied  with  his  best  efforts  under  existing 
circumstances.  Require  not  too  much  by  way  of  extra  meetings  and 
pastoral  visits.  Having  confidence  in  him  as  one,  who  "  watches  for 
your  souls ''  in  view  of  his  last  account,  leave  him  to  his  own  judg- 
ment in  these  particulars. 

There  is  something,  my  brethren,  unusual  and  interesting  in  your 
present  position.  You  have  this  day  been  constituted  a  new  church. 
You  have  received  this  evening  your  first  pastor.  It  is  the  first  day 
of  the  new  year,  the  year  1850.  With  the  beginning  of  this  year, 
you  commence  this  important  and  sacred  enterprise.  Let  the  church 
and  the  people  and  the  pastor  enter  on  these  new  relations  and  these 
new  responsibihties  under  a  deep  sense  of  dependence  on  him  from 
whom  all  blessings  come.  From  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  him, 
who  is  now  your  shepherd  and  teacher,  from  early  childhood,  I  cannot 
but  hope  that,  through  the  grace  of  God,  he  will  prove  a  faithful  and 
successful  minister  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  am  confident  that 
he  loves  the  work  to  which  he  is  now  solemnly  devoted.  From  child- 
hood, he  has  grown  up  with  a  strong  predilection  for  the  sacred 
ofiice.  While  less  than  ten  years  of  age,  being  then  a  resident  in 
my  family,  he  was  accustomed,  with  becoming  seriousness,  to  gather 
his  little  congregation  around  him,  and  with  the  arm  of  the  sofa  for 
his  pulpit,  and  with  a  volume  of  Henry's  Commentary  open  before 
him,  to  go  through  with  the  usual  exercises  of  public  w^orship,  having 
sometimes  a  written^  and  sometimes  an  unwritten  discourse.  Some 
of  that  little  audience  have  already  passed  away.  And  how  soon 
will  it  be  said  that  some  of  his  present  congregation  are  gone  ! 
Should  your  pastor  be  continued  among  you  for  a  little  while  to  come, 
he  will  be  called  to  stand  by  your  sick  beds,  to  commend  your  de- 
parting spirits  to  God,  and  with  weeping  friends,  to  follow  you  to 
your  graves.  Improve,  then,  your  privileges  while  you  may.  Seek 
with  fresh  ardor  an  inheritance  above.  Strive  for  the  victory  over 
your  spiritual  foes,  and  for  an  immortal  crown.  As  you  have  entered 
into  a  new  relation,  as  you  have  begun  a  new  year,  as  you  have 
received  a  new  pastor,  be  persuaded  from  this  solemn  evening  hour, 
to  enter  on  a  new  hfe.  Give  yourselves  to  him  who  has  bought  you 
with  his  own  precious  blood.  "  Happy  is  that  people,  that  is  in  such 
a  case ;  yea,  happy  is  that  people  whose  God  is  the  Lord." 


MR.  EMERSON'S  SERMON. 


€l)ur£l)  illcmbera  rtminkir  of  l\)tk  Wni'ies. 

A  SERMON 

PREACHED   IN  MARKET   HALL,   NEWBURYPORT, 
ON  SABBATH,  JAN.  6,  1850, 

BY    REV.    J.    E.    EMERSON. 


First  Timothy,  iv  :  6. 


If  thou  put  the  brethren  in  remembrance  of  these  things,  thou  shalt  be  a  good 
minister  of  Jesus  Christ. 

An  event,  of  no  ordinary  interest,  has  taken  place  since 
last  I  appeared  before  you  on  an  occasion  like  the  present. 
A  little  band  of  believers,  holding,  as  I  trust,  "  the  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints,"  have  separated  themselves 
from  the  churches  of  the  Lord  Jesus  with  which  they 
have  heretofore  had  fellowship  and  communion,  and, 
uniting  together  for  the  purposes  of  God's  worship  and 
the  celebration  of  gospel  sacraments,  have  been  consti- 
tuted into  a  new  church  of  Christ,  by  an  ecclesiastical 
council,  regularly  convened.  A  fellow-mortal,  "  a  man 
of  like  passions  with  themselves,"  having,  by  the  imposi- 
tion of  hands,  been  solemnly  set  apart  and  consecrated  to 
the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry,  has  been  placed  over 
them  in  the  Lord.  God  and  the  holy  angels  looked  down 
from  heaven  to  behold  that  transaction,  and  men  on 
earth,  as  they  filled  the  courts  of  yonder  sanctuary,  were 
its  witnesses  also.  Its  record  and  its  ratification,  we 
trust  are  on  high.     We  meet  together,  this  day,  for  the 
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first  time,  under  circumstances  of  peculiar  and  thrilling 
interest.  You,  in  your  collective  capacity,  one  of  the 
churches  of  the  living  God,  bound  to  hold  to  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  to  walk  in  the  faith  and  order  of 
the  gospel,  and  I,  clothed  in  the  robes  of  the  holy  priest- 
hood, "  set  for  the  defence  of  the  gospel,"  am  appointed 
to  wait  before  this  altar  continually,  and  break  to  your 
souls  the  bread  of  life. 

My  brethren  :  no  other  day  in  your  lives  or  mine  can 
bring  before  us  again  scenes  like  those  in  which  we  have  so 
recently  and  in  which  we  do  now  this  day  mingle.  It  may 
be  that  we  have  started  a  train  of  circumstances  whose 
results  shall  be  fraught  with  an  interest  such  as  we  have 
not  dared  to  conceive.  It  may  be  that  we  are  standing 
about  the  fountain-head  of  an  enterprise  that  is  to  flow 
on  to  untold  generations,  a  river  in  its  course,  making 
glad  the  hearts  of  many  thousands.  It  may  be  that  we 
are  pioneers  in  an  untried  country,  appointed  to  fell  its 
forests,  remove  its  obstacles,  and  turn  up  its  soil,  so  that 
those  who  come  after  us  shall  look  upon  a  smiling  gar- 
den where  once  there  was  a  wilderness,  and  eat  of  the 
pleasant  fruit  of  trees  growing  where  once  sprung  up 
nought  but  thorns  and  briers,  and  go  in  and  out  and 
have  plenty  where  once  there  was  barrenness  and  the 
voice  of  man  was  not  heard.  The  transactions  of  this 
week  may  be  rehearsed  by  your  children's  children  when 
our  names  have  been  long  forgotten,  and  the  very  place 
of  our  sepulchres  has  perished.  By  your  own  choice  and 
appointment,  I  have  been  commissioned  to  go  before  you 
and  wake  the  first  echoes  in  this  new  land.  It  becomes 
me  to  speak  the  words  of  truth  and  sincerity,  and  to  avow 
honestly,  at  the  outset,  our  motives  and  our  intentions, 
our  wishes  and  our  plans.  This  is  due  to  ourselves  and 
to  those  with  whom  we  are  to  have  fellowship.     It  is  due 
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to  those  who  shall  come  after  us,  that  we  give  them  an 
honest  exposition  of  the  foundation  on  which  we  built  at 
first,  so  that  generations  to  come  may  not  seek  to  build  in 
our  name  on  any  other.  Paul,  in  writing  to  his  youthful 
brother  Timothy,  enumerates  many  particulars  in  respect 
to  the  manner  in  which  '^  the  church  of  God,  which  is 
the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth,"  ought  to  behave 
itself,  and  says  to  him,  "  If  thou  put  the  brethren  in 
remembrance  of  these  things,  thou  shalt  be  a  good  min- 
ister of  Jesus  Christ."  A  faithful  minister  is  bound  ever 
to  declare  to  his  people  the  whole  counsel  of  God,  and 
to  "  stir  up  their  pure  minds  by  way  of  remembrance." 
Forge tfulness  of  the  great  object  which  they  should  have 
in  view,  and  of  the  great  principles  in  which  they  should 
be  established,  leads  to  a  neglect  of  duty,  a  compromise 
of  principle,  and  an  abandonment  of  plans,  conceived 
under  the  purest  motives.  "  If,"  then,  says  the  apostle^ 
"if  thou  put  the  brethren  in  remembrance  of  these  things, 
thou  shalt  be  a  good  minister  of  Jesus  Christ."  In  obe- 
dience to  this  charge  of  a  chief  apostle  to  a  youthful 
helpmate,  I  desire,  to-day,  my  brethren  and  friends,  to 
put  you  in  remembrance  concerning  some  things  in  con- 
nection with  our  existence  as  a  church  and  a  people, 
which  it  will  be  well  for  us,  not  only  to-day,  but  hence- 
forth, to  bear  in  mind. 

First.  First  of  all,  then,  I  call  upon  you  to  go  back  a 
little,  and  remember  the  views  and  feelings  ivith  ivhich 
you  and  I  started  upon  this  neiv  enterprise. 

Six  months  ago,  the  hearts  of  some  of  you  were  moved 
seriously  to  propose  the  question,  whether,  in  view  of  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  welfare  of  Zion  in 
this  place,  it  would  not  be  proper  and  right  to  attempt  to 
lay  the  foundations  of  a  new  religious  society.  The 
facts  in  the  case  appeared  to  us  to  be  these.      Of  our 
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numerous  population,  we  found  it  to  be  true  in  relation 
to  a  great  number,  that  they,  for  various  reasons,  had  no 
stated  place  of  worship.  The  church,  whose  principles 
and  order  the  movers  in  this  enterprise  seemed  to  hold 
dear,  was  Orthodox  Congregational  in  its  structure.  Of 
this  order  there  was  but  a  single  representative  in  this 
town.  The  North  Church,  (Rev.  Dr.  Dimmick's,)  is 
purely  Congregational  in  its  structure.  The  other  three 
have  adopted,  in  a  more  or  less  modified  form,  the  Pres- 
byterian form  of  church  government.  Now,  while  we 
give  all  honor  to  our  Presbyterian  brethren,  considering 
them  as  sound  in  the  faith  and  as  orthodox  in  their  creeds 
as  we,  differing  from  us  only  in  church  government, 
which  we  deem  to  be  a  thing  of  minor  importance,  we 
still  conceived  that  there  were  many  in  our  community, 
who,  like  ourselves,  had  a  strong  preference  for  the 
Orthodox  Congregational  form,  and  who  could  not  con- 
veniently worship  in  the  well-filled  church  which  is  its 
only  representative.  In  addition  to  this,  some,  both  from 
Congregational,  Presbyterian,  and  other  churches,  were, 
just  at  that  time,  removing  their  relation  from  the 
churches  with  which  they  were  connected.  The  question 
came  up,  whether  they  should  unite  with  existing 
churches,  or  join  themselves  to  those  who  favored  this 
new  enterprise.  In  view  of  the  fact,  that  a  large  part  of 
those  who  were  not  regular  attendants  at  any  house  of 
worship  might  be  induced  to  gather  round  a  little  nucleus 
thus  formed,  and  hear  the  gospel  preached,  they  deter- 
mined to  try  the  experiment.  I  speak  for  my  brethren, 
when  I  say,  that  had  they  consulted  their  own  comfort, 
ease,  and  pecuniary  advantage,  they  would  hardly  have 
consented  to  come  to  this  place,  which  seemed  to  them, 
in  its  associations,  any  thing  but  sacred,  and  have  been 
willing  to  bear  the  burden  of  supporting  the  institutions 
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of  the  gospel,  when  they  were  but  few  men,  and  strangers 
to  each  other.  Had  they  been  actuated  by  envy,  or  jeal- 
ousy, or  rage,  I  thmk  those  monsters  could  have  been 
made  to  show  their  hideous  heads  to  more  advantage  at 
a  less  expensive  rate.  Had  their  desire  been  to  make 
inroads  upon  or  destroy  other  churches,  I  think  the 
ninety  souls  who  listened  to  the  first  sermon  in  this  hall, 
on  the  23d  of  last  September,  will  bear  me  witness  that 
we  had  but  feeble  prospect  of  it  in  the  outset.  No,  my 
brethren :  I  am  your  witness  to-day,  that  I  believe  your 
motives  were  good,  your  intentions  sincere,  your  wishes 
honest.  You  did  not  seek  to  overthrow  others  and  build 
upon  their  ruins,  but,  side  by  side,  in  harmony  with 
them,  to  erect  another  habitation,  where  others,  not  of 
their  assemblies,  might  enter  in  and  hear  the  truth.  And 
I  call  to  your  remembrance  these  facts  to-day,  in  order  to 
keep  you  humble.  Never,  I  beseech  you,  look  around  on 
your  now  well-filled  assembly,  and  boastingly  say,  "  Mine 
own  right  arm  hath  gotten  me  these,"  but,  remembering 
your  promised  dependence  on  God  at  the  outset,  rather 
say,  "  Not  by  might,  nor  by  power,"  but  by  thy  Spirit,  O 
Lord  of  Hosts. 

Secondly :  Let  me  call  your  attention,  secondly,  to  the 
responsihilities  that  devolve  upon  you  as  a  regularly  consti- 
tuted church  of  Christ. 

You  have,  recently,  in  a  very  impressive  manner,  been 
Bet  apart  by  a  body  of  Christ's  ministers  and  representa- 
tives, as  a  church.  It  was  a  solemn  thing  for  each  one 
of  you,  when  you  first  took  upon  yourselves  the  vows  of 
God.  Was  it  not  a  time  of  almost  equal  solemnity  when 
you  stood  forth  together  in  the  aisle  of  yonder  church, 
and  took  upon  you  these  new  relations,  and  entered  into 
this  new  covenant  ]  My  brethren  and  sisters,  you  are 
now  like   "  a  city  set  on  a  hill,"  whose  light  must  not. 
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cannot  be  liid.  You  have  obligated  yourselves,  by  this 
solemn  act,  to  •  let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that 
they  shall  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father 
who  is  in  heaven."  As  individuals,  you  have  pledged, 
each  one  for  yourself^  to  strive  to  ''  adorn  the  doctrine  of 
Grod  our  Saviour  in  all  thing-s."  and  to  lead  lives  of  holv 
obedience  by  faith  on  the  Son  of  God.  Binding  your- 
selves together  by  covenant,  you  have  premised  to  watch 
over  one  another's  conduct,  and  to  admonish  one  another 
in  the  Lor:!.  You  have  promised  to  seek  the  peace, 
edification  and  purity  of  this  church,  and  to  walk  in 
Giristian  love  and  fellowship  with  all  its  members.  I:  is 
your  duty,  not  only  to  attend  on  a  preached  gospel,  but 
to  bear  your  proportionate  share  in  the  expense  of  sup- 
porting its  institutions.  Y^ou  may  not  necessarily  absent 
yoursehes  from  the  sacraments  of  the  church,  nor  can 
you  be,  with  a  good  conscience,  an  un&eqnent  attendant 
npon  its  meetings  for  conference  and  prayer.  The  wor- 
ship of  God  should  be  sustained,  morning  and  evening, 
at  your  femily  altar  ;  and  if  you  would  have  God's  favor, 
you  cannot  neglect  daily  secret  devotion.  Xor  can  I  for- 
bear to  say,  tha:  I  trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when 
every  believing  parent  will  see  it  to  be,  fiom  the  Word 
of  God,  clearly  his  or  her  duty,  to  bring  their  children 
to  God^s  altar,  and  have  them  baptized  into  the  name  of 
the  sacred  Three.  You  ought  also,  brethren  and  friends, 
always  to  have  a  good  report  of  them  that  are  without. 
See  to  it  that  your  conduct  and  conversation  are  always 
as  becometh  the  gospel  ci  Clirist.  Let  the  world  take 
knowledge  of  you,  that  you  walk  with  Jesus.  Be  honest, 
open  and  fair  in  all  your  business  transactions.  Let  your 
religion  appear  as  radiant  in  the  bargain  you  make  with 
your  neighbor,  as  it  does  when  you  exhort  an  unbeliever 
in  the  conference  room,  or  as  when  you  are  putting  to 
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your  lips  the  emblems  of  a  Saviour's  love.  Nor  ought  a 
professed  follower  of  Jesus  to  be  a  tale-bearer  and  a  slan- 
derer, or  to  give  any  heed  to  those  who  are  of  slanderous 
and  lying  lips.  It  has  become  painfully  evident,  my 
brethren,  that  a  lying  spirit  has  recently  gone  forth,  in 
our  community,  and  been  busy  at  many  an  ear.  Be  not 
of  the  number  of  those  who  decide  concerning  a  rumor, 
especially  if  it  affect  the  character  of  a  brother  or  sister, 
until  you  have  heard  from  the  principal  parties  on  both 
sides.  Never  push  an  evil  report  forward,  but  always 
endeavor  to  hold  it  back.  Be  not  over  anxious  to  search 
for  the  sources  of  false  stories  concerning  yourselves.  It 
has  been  truly  but  quaintly  said,  that,  "  If  you  let  a 
falsehood  alone,  it  will  run  itself  to  death  very  soon." 
At  the  same  time,  you  are  not  to  lose  your  characters 
because  you  are  church  members.  When  the  charges 
are  brought  directly  to  you,  meet  them  like  men  and  like 
Christians ;  demand  the  proof  at  any  hazard,  and  bring 
forth  your  contrary  reasons.  Show  yourselves  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  Christian  firmness,  independence  and  decision. 

Thirdly:  Let  me  put  you  in  remembrance  of  the  doc- 
trinal basis  on  which  you  have  established  yourselves  as  a 
church. 

It  becomes  every  professor  of  our  holy  religion  to  have 
an  understanding  enlightened  in  regard  to  the  great  doc- 
trines which  enter  into  his  system  of  belief  It  is  by  no 
means  necessary  that  he  should  make  himself  acquainted 
with  all  the  nice,  subtle,  and  metaphysical  distinctions 
which  men  of  speculative  minds  choose  to  institute.  The 
Bible  is  a  plain  book,  and  if  a  man  can,  from  his  heart, 
receive  and  rest  upon  its  teachings  and  doctrines  in  their 
plain,  honest  import,  it  ought  to  be  considered  enough. 
But  the  Bible  should  be  searched,  and  searched  thor- 
oughly, to  see  if  these  things  are  so.     Nor  is  it  necessary 
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that  all  that  you  believe  should  be  considered  as  neces- 
sarily involved  in  the  belief  of  another,  ere  you  receive 
him  to  church-fellowship  and  communion.  Important  as 
I  deem  it  to  be  that  all  which  we  embrace  in  our  confes- 
sion of  faith  should  be  understood  and  received,  I  still 
consider  these  two  things,  man's  lost,  ricined  and  undone 
condition  hy  sin,  and  the  icay  of  recovery  by  the  atoning 
work  made  hy  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  be  the  principal 
and  the  paramount.  Therefore  it  is  that  I  rejoice  that 
you  have  made  these  the  chief  corner-stone  of  your  creed, 
and  can  now  receive  in  good  faith  those  who,  with  hearty 
repentance  for  sin,  turn  from  it  unto  God,  in  the  exercise 
of  faith  in  the  righteousness,  sufferings  and  death  of  his 
incarnate  Son. 

Fourthly :  Let  me  remind  you,  in  the  fourth  place,  of 
the  duties  which  you  oive  to  the  churches  around  you. 

You  received,  on  the  day  w^hen  you  were  constituted  a 
church,  the  fellowship  of  those  churches  from  the  hand 
of  a  beloved  and  well-known  brother  in  the  ministry.* 
And  this  significant  act  placed  you  on  a  level  with  them, 
and  entitled  you  to  a  participation  in  all  their  rights  and 
privileges.  You  may  well  expect  of  them  now  their  sym- 
pathy, their  counsel,  and  their  support.  You  may  justly 
expect  that  they  will  co-operate  with  you  in  plans  of 
usefulness  and  benevolence  and  in  the  upbuilding  of  the 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Master  in  our  midst.  In  return, 
you  are  to  show  to  them  the  same  sympathetic  feeling  and 
to  labor  with  them  in  behalf  of  the  same  great  cause. 
You  are  to  receive  with  open  arms  all  who  come  with 
letters  of  dismission  from  them,  and  recommendation  to 
you;  and  when  any  of  your  own  Avorthy  members,  follow- 
ing the  bent  of  their  preferences  (as  they  have  a  most 
perfect  right  to  do)  seek  to  go  to  them,  you  are  bound  to 

=*  Rev.  L.  Withington,  of  Newbury. 


49 

give  them  a  cordial  recommendation  as  "  in  good  and 
regular  standing  "  with  us.  Should  any  of  the  churches 
about  you  break  away  from  this  bond  of  fidelity  and 
refuse  to  own  you  as  brethren,  be  careful,  I  beseech  you, 
that  you  treat  them  as  becometh  the  gospel  of  Christ. 
Never  return  railing  for  railing.  If  you  are  met  with 
cold  looks,  and  harsh  words,  and  unkind  treatment,  return 
them  with  a  smile  of  heavenly  forgiveness,  with  words  of 
Christian  charity  and  with  deeds  of  heavenly  temper.  Be 
careful  that  their  unkindness  to  you  does  not  beget 
unkindness  in  you  toward  them.  May  I  entreat  you  also, 
my  brethren,  to  exercise  a  catholic  spirit  towards  all  who 
differ  from  you  in  denominational  views.  You  will  not, 
of  course,  expect  that  everyhodij  will  see  as  you  do,  that 
everybody  will  be  a  Congregationalist.  Have  a  large- 
hearted  charity  and  respect  for  their  views  and  feelings 
and  do  not  consider  them  as  out  of  the  pale^of  Christ's 
fold  because  they  deem  it  necessary  to  read  from  a  prayer 
book,  or  to  baptize  by  immersion ;  because  they  cannot 
beheve  in  the  eternal  election  and  final  perseverance  of 
the  saints,  or  because  they  choose  to  be  governed  by  the 
complex  arrangement  of  Synods  and  General  Assemblies. 
And  when  the  table  of  our  Lord  is  spread,  I  shall,  in 
accordance  with  these  views,  deem  it  my  duty  to  invite  to 
it,  in  your  name,  all  the  members  "  in  good  and  regular 
standing"  with  other  churches  who  love  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  in  sincerity  and  truth. 

Fifthly :  Let  me  now  speak  of  some  things  growing  out 
of  our  relations  to  each  other  as  Pastor  and  People. 

"  I  thank  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,  who  hath  enabled  me, 
for  that  he  counted  me  faithful  putting  me  into  the  minis- 
try." And  I  magnify  not  myself  but  mine  office,  when  I 
remind  you  that  I  have  now  been  placed  over  you  in  the 
Lord.     The  kindness,  the  cordiality,  the  Christian  spirit 
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which  you  have  ever  manifested  to  and  for  me  previous  to 
the  time  when  I  became  your  appointed  minister,  give  me 
confidence  to  expect  the  same  in  coming  time.  Your 
minister  has  wants  which  can  only  be  met  by  you.  "Will 
you  bear  with  him  as  he  puts  you  in  remembrance  of 
them  to-day]     And 

(1.)  He  needs  your  most  fervent  and  abundant  prayers. 
In  view  of  the  awful  responsibility  which  is  rolled  upon 
him,  he  is  ready  to  ask  "Who  is  sufficient  for  these 
things  ?"  With  a  painful  consciousness  of  his  own  weak- 
ness and  insufficiency  he  desires  to  be  endued  with  the 
strength  which  cometh  down  from  above.  This  is  to  be 
obtained  only  by  waiting  diligently  upon  God.  Will  you 
not,  my  brethren,  continually  put  up  your  prayers  that  he 
may  be  strengthened  with  might  in  the  inner  and  outer 
man,  that  he  may  be  enabled  "rightly  to  divide  the  word 
of  truth  giving  to  each  a  portion  in  due  season,"  that  he 
may  not  " faint  in  the  day  of  adversity,"  but  "be  faithful 
unto  death,"  and  have  souls  given  him  as  "the  seals  of 
his  ministry"  among  you? 

(2.)  Again :  Your  minister  needs  your  hearty  and  con- 
stant co-operation  in  his  labors.  You  have  already  noticed 
what  a  disproportion  exists  between  the  church  and  the 
congregation.  They  are  more  than  twenty  to  one.  And 
yet,  for  all  these  souls  your  minister  must  diligently 
watch  "  as  one  that  must  give  account."  The  labor  of 
seeking  them  out  at  their  own  homes  for  the  purposes  of 
friendly  and  religious  conversation,  and  of  meeting  them 
in  the  conference  and  inquiry  rooms  is  too  great  for  one 
unassisted.  May  he  not  look  to  you  for  aid,  then,  in 
searching  out  the  flock  of  God  over  which  he  has  over- 
sight, and  ministering  to  their  various  necessities,  and  in 
gathering  into  the  fold  of  the  Great  Shepherd,  the  tender 
lambs  ?     May  he  not  depend  upon  your  presence  and  as- 
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sistance  at  the  meeting  for  conference  and  prayer '?  By  so 
doing,  you  will  strengthen  his  hands  and  encourage  his 
heart,  and  cause  that  his  lahor  be  not  wholly  in  vain. 

(3.)  Once  more :    your  minister  will  oftentimes  need 
your  forbearance. 

Harrassed  with  care,  weighed  down  by  anxiety  and 

burdened  with  a  sense  of  his  responsibilities,  he  may  not, 

it  cannot  be  expected  that  he  should  be  to  you  at  all  times 

just  what  you  could  desire.     Bear  with,  him  if  you  do  not 

see  him  at  your  own  homes  as  often  as  you  think  you  are 

entitled  to.     Bear  with  him,  if  for  months  and  perhaps 

years  to  come,  he  does  not  fill  his  place  as  often  on  the 

Sabbath  as  his  elder  brethren  in  the  ministry.     Oh,  my 

friends,  there  are  wearisome  days  and  weeks  when  the 

overtasked  mind  refuses  to  act,  and  the  pen  drops  from 

the  powerless  fingers,  and  the  exhausted  minister  seeks 

needed  relief  by  inviting  an  exchange  of  labors  with  a 

brother  minister.     Especially  must  this  be  the  case  with 

one  young  in  the  service  and  struggling  with  the  labors  of 

a  new  enterprise.     Be  not  sorry,  therefore,  when,  on  the 

Sabbath  morning,  you  find  your  minister  absent  and  a 

stranger  in  his  place,  but  rather  rejoice  that  your  own 

minister  will  return  to  you  on  the  next  Sabbath,  refreshed 

in  body  and  in  .spirit,  and  better  prepared  for  the  duties  of 

his  high  calling.     And  look  not  coldly  on  the  stranger 

that  comes  to  you.     Criticise  him  not  too  harshly.     His 

voice  and  manner  and  style  may  not  be  just  what  you  are 

accustomed  to,  and  perhaps  not  just  what  you  would  like, 

but  receive  him,  I  pray  you,  as  a  minister  of  Jesus,  and 

esteem  him  very  highly  in  love  for  his  work's  sake.     If 

you  feel  called  to  go  to  another  house  of  worship,  do  not 

go  when  a  stranger  preaches  to  you,  but  rather  when  your 

own  minister  is  at  home. 

And  now,  my  brethren  and  friends,  as  a   minister  of 
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Jesus  Christ,  I  have  endeavored  to  put  you  in  remembrance 
of  some  of  your  duties.  Shall  I  draw  my  subject  to  a 
close  by  telling  you  what  I  conceive  to  be  some  of  my  own 
towards  you. 

First,  then,  I  am  "  determined  to  know  nothing  among 
you  save  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified."  By  this,  I  do 
not  mean  that  I  am  always  going  to  preach  on  the  atone- 
ment, but  as  I  believe  that  all  which  the  Bible  contains 
has  reference  and  bearing,  more  or  less  remote,  upon  this 
great  subject,  I  shall  endeavor  to  shape  all  my  preaching 
so  that  this  sublime  and  central  doctrine  of  the  gospel 
may  be  ever  fully  in  your  view.  This  will,  of  course, 
forbid  the  introduction  of  any  topic  not  strictly  connected 
Avith  this  theme.  As  for  what  are  technically  called 
reforms,  I  cannot  allow  myself  to  make  them  the  topics  of 
distinct  remark  on  the  Sabbath,  because  I  believe  the  gos- 
pel preached  in  its  fulness  is  adapted  to  work  out  all 
reforms  and  to  fill  the  earth  with  sobriety,  liberty  and 
peace.  As  for  politics,  God  forbid  that  I  should  preach 
party  politics.  If  the  duty  of  being  good  citizens  and  of 
choosing  wise  and  Christian  rulers  is  preaching  politics, 
then  you  may  expect  to  hear  it  held  forth ;  but  when  I 
make  this  place  a  theatre  for  the  exposition  of  my  own 
party  views  in  politics,  or  for  encouraging  you  to  unite 
with  one  political  party  rather  than  another,  then  '*  let  my 
right  hand  forget  her  cunning ;  "  "let  my  tongue  cleave 
to  the  roof  of  my  mouth." 

Secondly :  I  do  not  consider  that  my  ofRce  as  a  clergy- 
man debars  me  from  any  of  my  rights  as  a  man  and  a 
citizen. 

Following  the  advice  of  my  reverend  friend  who  recently 
gave  me  my  charge,*  I  shall  continue  to  live  as  a  man 
among  men,  to  eat,  to  drink,  to  sleep  and  even  to  think, 

=*  Eev.  L.  Whiting,  of  Lawrence. 
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and  that,  too,  not  merely  theologically,  but  to  think  politi- 
cally. I  shall  claim  the  right  to  vote  on  any  and  on  all 
occasions,  and  to  vote,  too,  with  just  what  party  I  choose, 
and  hold  myself  responsible  to  no  one  but  my  Maker. 
I  shall  hold  myself  entitled  to  make  use  of  any  of  the 
common  rights  and  privileges  of  a  man  and  a  citizen,  and 
no  man,  God  helping  me,  shall  hinder  me  from  so  doing. 

Finally :  My  chief  business,  and  the  employment  of  the 
most  valuable  part  of  my  time,  shall  be  in  watching  over 
your  spiritual  interests.'  For  you,  the  beloved  people  of 
my  charge,  I  shall  now  labor,  and  toil,  and  pray.  I  know 
how  poor  may  be  my  best  labors,  how  weak  my  greatest 
strength  and  how  short  my  longest  time.  God  has  already 
admonished  me  that  I  cannot  expect  to  continue  here 
below  as  long  as  many,  and  he  warns  you  not  to  think 
your  minister  will  continue  always.  But  if  I  can  spend 
the  little  strength  which  God  gives  me  in  your  service, 
and  the  short  life  which  he  may  grant  me  for  your  good, 
then  I  am  content. 

God  grant  that  the  union  on  which  we  have  this  day 
entered  may  be  crowned  with  his  richest  blessings.  May 
our  hearts  be  knit  together  in  Christian  love.  May  w^e 
"  grow  up  into  him  in  all  things  who  is  the  Head,  even 
Christ."  And  now,  my  beloved  church  and  people,  ''  I 
commend  you  to  God  and  the  word  of  his  grace,  which  is 
able  to  build  you  up  and  give  you  an  inheritance  among 
them  that  are  sanctified."  May  Pastor  and  People  at 
last  be  gathered  among  "  the  church  of  the  first  born, 
whose  names  are  written  in  heaven,"  —  and  "  to  God  only 
wise  "  and  our  Saviour  be  glory  now  and  forever. 

Amen. 


NOTES. 


No.  1. 

During  the  summer  of  1849,  a  few  individuals  in  tlie  town  of  Newburyport,  in 
order  to  meet  the  spiritual  wants  of  a  class  of  the  population  in  that  place  which  had 
not  been,  to  any  great  extent,  under  the  influence  of  the  stated  means  of  grace,  deter- 
mined, at  their  own  expense,  to  sustain  public  religious  worship  on  the  Sabbath  at 
Market  Hall.  Mr.  J.  E.  Emerson,  a  recent  graduate  of  Princeton  Theological  Sem- 
inary, accepted  an  invitation  to  supply  the  desk  for  a  number  of  Sabbaths,  and  com- 
menced his  labors  on  the  23d  of  September,  1849. 

The  attendance  upon  preaching  at  that  place,  limited  at  first  to  little  more  than  a 
hundred,  soon  increased  to  between  six  and  seven  hundred  souls.  In  October  a 
Society  was  formed  under  the  name  of  the  Whitefield  Congregational  Society,  and  in 
December  of  the  same  year,  twenty-two  persons^  desirous  of  uniting  themselves  together 
as  an  Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  sent  out,  by  their  committee,  "  Letters  Mis- 
sive "  to  the  Pastors  of  Evangelical  Churches,  in  the  town  and  vicinity,  inviting  them 
to  meet  with  their  delegates,  in  council,  on  the  first  day  of  the  year  1850,  at  the 
meeting  house  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Newburyport,  and  organize  them 
into  a  church  of  Christ.  This  was  accordingly  done.  The  church  was  organized  in 
tlie  afternoon  of  January  1st,  1850.  Rev.  Dr.  Dimmick,  Pastor  of  the  North  Church, 
Newburyport,  made  the  Prayer  of  Organization,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Withington,  of  New- 
bury, presented  the  Fellowship  of  the  Churches. 


No.  2. 

On  the  same  day,  the  Society  and  the  members  of  the  newly-formed  church  pre- 
sented to  the  Council  an  invitation  which  they  had  unanimously  extended  to  Mr. 
John  E,  Emerson  to  settle  with  them  in  the  gospel  ministry,  together  with  Mr.  Emer- 
son's acceptance  of  the  same. 

At  the  request  of  the  Church  and  People,  the  Council  voted  to  proceed  in  the 
evening  to  ordain  Mr.  Emerson  as  their  Pastor. 

The  Order  of  exercises  on  the  occasion  will  be  found  on  the  next  page. 


ORDER  OF  EXERCISES. 


I.     VOLUNTARY. 


II.     INVOCATION  AND  READING  THE  SCRIPTURES. 

BY  KEV.   MR.   FISK,   OF  NEWBURY. 


III.    ANTHEM. 


IV.     PRAYER. 

BY   REV.   MR.    CUSHING,   OF   BOSTO^^ 


V.     HYMN. 


f  VI.     SERMON. 

BY  REV.  RUFUS  W.  CLARK,  OF  TORTSMOUTH,  N.  H. 


VII.     ANTHEM. 


VIII.     ORDAINING  PRAYER. 

BY     KEV.     MR.    TAYLOR,    OF    MANCHESTER. 


IX.     CHARGE  TO  THE  PASTOR. 

BY   REV.   L.   WHITING,    OF  LAWRENCE. 


X.     ORIGINAL  HYMN. 

BY  MRS.   A.   E.   PORTER,   OF   SPRINGFIELD,   VERMONT. 


Our  Father  God,  thy  blessing  grant, 
As  in  these  sacred  walls  we  pray, 

And  pour  with  Pentecostal  power, 
The  spirit  on  thy  church  to-day. 

As  Thou  did'st  touch  the  prophet's  lips. 
In  thine  own  house  with  sacred  fire, 

So  on  thy  servant  breathe  to-day, — 
^\'ith  holy  zeal,  his  heart  inspire. 

From  blood  of  souls,  oh  maj'  he  keep 
The  priestly  robe  he  now  doth  wear, 

And  no  unhallowed  fire  be  found 
Within  his  golden  censer  there. 


Fearless  as  Moses,  when  he  bore, 

From  Sinai's  mount,  God's  holy  will. 

Mild  as  our  Saviour  when  he  spake 
The  sermon  on  Judea's  hill. 

By  living  streams,  through  pastures  green, 
Oh  may  he  lead  his  waiting  flock  ; 

But  should'st  the  desert  thou  command, 
Then  teach  him,  Lord,  to  smite  the  rock. 

Grant  that  the  church,  we  form  to-day, 
A  true  and  fruitful  vine  may  prove. 

Bearing  rich  clusters  to  adorn 
The  new  Jerusalem  above. 


XI.     RIGHT  HAND  OF  FELLOWSHIP. 

BY  KEV.   J.   TAYLOR,  OF  WENHAM. 


XII.     ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE. 

BY   REV.   DANIEL  FITZ,   OF   IPSWICH. 


XIII.     CONCLUDING  PRAYER. 

BY     REV.     DR.     DIMMICK,     OF     NEWBURYPORT. 


XIV.     DOXOLOGY. 


XV.     BENEDICTION.     By  the  Pastor. 


